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APPARENT TEXT OF GEORGES MARCHAIS REPORT TO 25D PCF CONGRESS 
LD141125 Paris L'HUMANITE in French 10 May 79 pp 2-10 LD 


[Apparent text of PCF Secretary General Georges Marchais report to the 23d PCF Cungress 
in Saint-Ouen on 9 May: "Georges Marchais: Report"--passages in upper case vere 
originally published in italics] 


[Text] Comrades, some 5 years ago in this very place we held our 22d congress--a congress 
which we rightly cail historic. Indeed, during that congress we defined the brand of 
socialism which we want for France and the path toward it. 


Since then many important political battles have taken place. The most noteworthy was 
the March 1978 parliamentary election. That trial sparked off deep thought. A great 
debate, questions and, here and there, some confusion at times. 


As early as April 1978 the analysis we made led us to the conclusion that, far from 
calling the 22d congress line into question, the situation called on us to ccnfirm it, 
continue it, enrich it and give new scope to its application. 


That is the objective we have set for this 25d congress, explained in the draft resolution 
and the proposed amendment to party rules being submitted to the congress. 


On the basis of the elements of verification immediately provided by life, the broad and 
free discussion which developed was translated into a virtually unanimous agreement by 
communists with the line proposed. 


In this report, I want to review the choice facing our congress on the basis of the five 
main groups of questions which emerged from the preparatory discussion. 


I+=-Democratic Socialist: The Way Out of the Crisis 


The first major question concerns the problems posed by the crisis and the way in which 
our country can overcome it. 


By deciding, at our 22d congress, to take as our objective our country's progress toward 
democratic socialism by means of increasingly radical democratic changes, we made no 
artificial or arbitrary choice, 


Our decision was based on a careful analysis of our country's reality, its situation and 
the profound phenomena produced by the crisis affecting it. 


A Primarily National Crisis: The Crisis of French Society 


While pointing out that, right at the start of the crisis some 10 years ago, our party 
made an assessment shown to be lucid by experience, the draft resolution stresses the 
many serious manifestations of the crisis now appearing. 


The crisis has now taken the form of massive, long-term unemployment. Some 1.8 million 
working men and women are deprived of their main right: the right to a job, to exercise 
the trade which they learned in the region which they love. Some 1.8 million men end 
women are being severely affected in their lives and their human dignity, Some },8 


million being told: “you are too young! you are too old! 20 BP eotereeeition) 
you are overqualified! you are a woman, go home! you are a man, go abroad!” — 
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The crisis means less purchasing power for many workers. It means poverty installed 
permanently in millions of homes. It means more inequality in living standards and 
responsibilities. It means limited means for everything directly or indirectly concerned 
with satisfying needs. It means increasing constraint and insecurity in all spheres of life. 


Although these manifestations of the crisis briefly sc=™marized here «ere uncontestable, the 
same is not true of the causes of this crisis and hence the solutions required. An 
intense political and ideologicse> battle is going on around this question and more 
especially around the question of whether or not these determining causes are to be found 
here in France. 


Our answer to this question is: THE CRISIS IS PRIMARILY A NATIONAL ONE, 


This answer has been the subject of wide but--allow me to say--in my view still inadequate 
discussion. It is obvious that a correct evaluation of the crisis, a precise understanding 
of its causes, its character and its progress are vital for defining and implementing a 
just policy based on reality and not on dangerous speculation or preestablished systems. 


If the validity of our answer required proof, I think it could be found in the desperate 
way in which the country's leaders are trying to place responsibility exclusively outside 
our borders. The root of the trouble is to be found in the rising price of raw materials or 
the growth of activity in underdeveloped countries. To think that it is the people who 
harp on the same old improbable story who claim to give lessons in economy. 


What about o117 Its real price--taking into account world inflation and the falling dollar-- 
has continuously fallen since the readjustment made in 1973-1974. Since Pall 1976 the 
relative cost of crude oil bought by France has fallen by some 20 percent, taking the franc 
at a constant level. During the same period the oil-producing countries’ purchasing 

power has fallen by between 15 and 350 percent. On the other hand, the U.S. o11 companies 
themselves maintain that their profits for the first quarter of 1979 have risen markedly, 

by up to 61 and 81 percent respectiv:ly for two of them. In fact the last increase, 

decided at the end of March, will raise the French price index by around 0.3 percent. 

These are the facts which place this affair in its true light. 


Are the developing countries assuming too important a role’? Are they growing to the 
detriment of our interests’? Wot at all. Not only are the developing countries not growing 
fast enough but, as the figures show, their role is decreasing. Moreover, that is a 
source of problems for an economy such as ours. As a country develops, so its needs 
increase and opportunities for trade growth. Indeed, it is these countries! limited devel- 
opment which harms France, and not the contrary. Mr Giscard d'Estaing, M Barre, Mr 
Ceyrac and company must be joking. 


Nonetheless the matter must, of course, be examined in greater detail. 


We certainly do not deny that the crisis has an international dimension. It is a caricature 
to present our approach as that of seeing an isolated France cut off from relations with 
others. 











The capitalist system has an international character. Since the crisis is precisely 
in the foundations and mechanisms of this system, it is international in the sense that 
the race for >rofit and the accumulation of capital leads throughout the world to dis- 
order and blockages which in addition react from one country to others according to the 
extent of their international trade. Purthermore, as the draft resolution clearly 
explains, the crisis contains specifically international dimensions influencing the 
development of the crisis in different countries. I will come back to that point, 
because it is naturally very important. 


Nonetheless, it would be a serious mistake to fall into the trap laid for us and conclude 
from all these facts that the crisis comes from outside and that the only serious approach 
to the problem is on an international scale. 


The system of capital domination certainly has international dimensions an4 methods of 
organization. Wonetheless it is not an integrated system--a sort of "“superimperialisnm" 
which denies national and state differentiations. 


Nations and states exist. They have histories, profound and lasting realities. There 
are contradictions between them. They themselves are at stake in the class struggle. 
Pailure to take that int« account would be fatal for the revolutionary movement. 


We must constantly repeat what we have already said: The crises which each country suffers 
are born and develop within that country. Unemployment and inflation are not essentially 
imported from elsewhere, they are primarily "made" in Prance by the race and the highest 
profits and the search for the highest returns on excessive accwmulations of capital by 
the masters of finance and industry. It is precisely that which men of capital are so 
anxious to disguise. 


Purthermore the exploitation of the workers, the extortion of profit, the resource to 
inflation, the organization of unemployment, the concentration and restructuring of in- 
dustry, agriculture and services are, in each country, profoundly marked by ne<ional 
realities in their content and in their aspects and scope. In our country they are, so 
to speak, carried out ‘a la Francaise." The crisis in our country bears the stamp of its 
colonial past. The nature and level of its development and the “usurious” traditions of 
French capitalism. 


All that is so true and the present crisis has very ‘different consequences according to 

the country concerned. For France it means a relative weakening but for the Uni\ed 

States, the FRG or Japan it means a relative strengthening compared with the other 
capitalist countries. Inequality of development remains a rule. Por instance, vhile 

the United States is strengthening and developing its scientific and technologicil 
potential, advanced research and industries are sacrificed in Prance. The situation is the 
same in several other areas of activity such as ferrous metallurgy, machine tools and the 
agriculture and food industry. 


And the present crisis is not only a crisis of the economy and market situation. It 
affects every sphere of social life: The condition and content of work; the nature 
and orientation of consumption; the type of development for cities and villages; the 
content and methods of teaching; lifestyles, ideologies and moral values; institutions. 
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All these spheres have as much of « national existence and reality as--and doubtless 

even gore than--the economy. And I would add that the new aspirations which are being 
expressed in the crisis are conducive not to erasing ,» On the contrary, to asserting 
national features and characteristics. 


Pinally, the crisis, »ecause of its universality and acuteness, is cailing into 
q@aestion our country’s gains and historical trump cards, whether from the viewpoint 

of its matural resources, its scientific and technological potential and capacity for 
immovation, certain of its industrial or agricultural products, the quality of its 
great public services, the high level of knowhow of its manual and intellectual working 
people or its rich, original and diversified culture. 


All these factors are brakes on the country's economic, technological, social and cul- 
tural development which call into question the very future of France. Purthermore, 
this is shown by the worrying demographic trend. The birth rate is no longer reaching 
replacement level for the French population. Thus there is a risk of a gradual ageing 
of the population--an ageing which everyone realizes would be fraught with consequences. 
It is to the LONG-TERM future of the nation that the crisis of the capitalist system 
is creating the most serious dangers. 


Every factor demonstrates that THE CRISIS IS INDEED ABOVE ALL A NATIONAL CRISIS IN THE 
PULL SENSE OF THE TERM--A CRISIS OF FRENCH SOCIETY. 


Prance's Road of Decline 


GISCARD'S POLICY IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS. BY ENDEAVORING TO SEEK SOLUTIONS WHICH 
ACCORD WITH CAPITAL'S WEEDS, IT ONLY DEEPENS THE CRISIS. WE HAVE RIGHTLY DESCRIBED 
THIS POLICY AS A STRATEGY FOR THE DECLINE OF FRANCE. 


We in no way meant by this that the French bourgeoisie is giving up defending its own 
interests. Multinational groups are so called because they are formed by capital sum 
from different countries. WNevertheless they retain a dominant national base which is 
revealed as much by their fundamental and stable sources of accumulation and finance, 
the technological gains which they utilize and their links with the state as by the 
composition of their leading groups. That is the case with the Prench-based multi- 
national groups. 


The aim o; these groups and of the Gis 

is today to "TAP AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE OF THE COUNTRY'S RESOURCES AND STRENOTH IN ORDER 
TO PROVIDE THEMSELVES WITH D 
BUTION OF ZONES OF INFLUENCE AND PROFIT WHICH THE GIANTS OF THE CAPITALIST WORLD ARE 
ATTEMPTING TO ORGANIZE." 


* 
* 
J 


But, as the draft resolution shows, this orientati 
a source of grave difficulties for the present and 
It means ——————— —— 
struggle; unemployment and job instability in various forms; factory closures and the 
dismantling of entire sectors of industry and agriculture; imbalances and the stifling 
of entire regions; a recession in research; the frantic export of capital, plants and 
soon working people themselves; the mutilation of culture and sport and their increased 
subjection to the imperatives of money; economic, political and military dependence on 
foreign countries; and subjection to American or West German models. 


: 
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That statement is not artifically black. It already largely represents reality. It 
forms part of the options of the eighth plan, which is nothing but a kind of exacer-~- 
bated Barre plan extended to 1985. 














Under cover of adapting to the world, the leaders of the economy and the state want to 
mold and adapt--one would say today, more learnedly, “destructure"--France in order to 
subject it to their needs. They are deliberately organiting the country's decline. 


This policy is certainly not without its contradictions and struggles far influence with 
the other capitalist powers. But the primary characteristic of the French bourgecisie's 
present behavior is the desire to keep these contradictions within narrow limits ani 
the desire to take its place in a minor role in the coordinated and systematic section 
which the greatest capitalist powers are attempting to organize against the world's 
revolutionary amd progressive forces. 


This strategy has a long-standing political dirension. It is part of the tradition of 
surrender am national capitwlation to which ow country's propertied classes have no 
hesitation in resorting when their dominance is threatened. Once again they are pre- 
pared to sell France to order to keep their privileges, their chateaus and their fat purses. 


But this strategy on the part of capital is paradoxical in that, while it is totally 

cc nmter to the needs of tne people and the nation, it cannot be pursued in our era and in 
a country such as our own without sufficiently broad and stable popular consent, something 
which, moreover, confirms the decisive importance of national factors, 


With this aim the government and the bosses are attempting first to destroy working 
people's capacity to resist and struggle. The draft resolution lists the means used for 


this purpose. 


In particular, there is the tremendous ideological pressure which we rightly said has 
assumed the dimensions and e mwamner of a true ideological war. 


At the same time there is the gradual and systematic strengthening of tne authoritarian 
amd personal nature of the government and the gradual and systematic calling into 
questim of democratic rights and freedoms. In this connection, of late we have wit- 
nessed an acceleration of this trend, which must attract the greatest attention and must 
be rebuffed as firmly as possible. Suovessively it is trade union freedoms, the freedous 
of information, of bill-posting and of the press, the right to strike, officials’ freedu 
of opinion ami the right to demonstrate which are being flouted, and flouted by extremely 
serious provocative methods which prompt us to demand an in-depth investigation ami the 
resignation of the person directly responsible: the minister of the interior. The 
struggle to defend democratic rights, freedoms anid institutions must be regarded as a 
primary task. We propose to express this emphatically in the congress resolution. 


But all these efforts by the Giscard govermment are still not enough to make the working 
people passively accept their exploitation and help to exacerbate it of their own accord. 
And the Prench bourgeoisie is aware of this. 


That is why, like those Buropean countries to which it looks for its social and political 
models, it endeavors toe insure that political formation, which has the trust of a part 
of the working people, trade union organizations and movements rooted among the masses, 


promotes the ideac of ~lass collaboration, It endeavours to broaden the political base 
of its government--which in our country necessarily involves obtaining, in one form or 
another, the assistance of the Socialist Party [PS] in implementing its policy. 

take 


Tmit is Giscard d'Estaing's major political objective, That is one essential s in 


the political struggle. 








Tus, far from providing real solutions for the crisis of French society, the path along 
which capital's forces are dragging our cou:try can only deepen that crisis. It may 
indeed enable those forces to safeguard their dominance, but at the cost of grave surfer- 
ing for the working people and at the cost of matiornal debility and self-denial. 


In highlighting the primarily national character of the crisis we are stressing its real 
causes; we are naming the people really responsible; we are prohibiting them from ruining 
Prance while claiming to save it; we are demonstrating the close lirk--I might almost say 
fusion--which exists today between the interests of the working class and of the whole 
working people; we are preserving and indicating the basis for a real way cat of the 
crisis and for solutions around wiich cur people's attachment to independence and to the 
influence of the nation can promote the broadest possible alliance [rassexblenent). 


The Democratic Path to Socialism 
Therefore, what is our attitude in view of all that and what policy are we proposing’ 


Wherever you look today, whether at the situation of the working class in or outside the 
enterprise, at the living and working conditions of white-collar workers, intc“‘ectuals 
or peasants, at the aspirations of young people, the new questions raised by the women's 
vanguard movement or the developments taking place in social mores and the family, if 
you examine the economic problems or the problems facing local councils and institution, 
the same needs, demands and keys for solving the growing difficulties of the people and 
the country can be found everywhere and in all spheres. What the situation demands, 

what is on the agenda in Prance in 1979 and in the coming period is more justice, equality, 
freedom, greater opportunities for ali to make efiective choices ir their lives and to 
take part in decisions and to share responsibilities. In short, WHAT IS WOW WECESSARY 
IS MORE AND MORE DEMOCRACY. 


Yes, opening up a comstructive way out of the crisis means reversing the present trend 
toward concentrating and centralizing property, power and knowledge in the hands of « 
few, toward accumulating more and more wealth at one pile of society and problem and 
poverty and the other, toward making everything depend on a class of technocrats ind 
big bourgeois sitting as readily on the boards vf multinational firms as in ministries 
or the Brussels commission. Democracy carried to its limit in all dimensions of social 
life is certainly the effective, modern and revolutionary answer to the country's 
problems. 


Our draft resolution is right to affirm: “We must undertake a sc-ial transformation 
which pushes democracy further than it has ever gone. We must design a new republic." 


That is what we mean when we talk of democratic self -canaging socialisn. 


What the development of our crisis-ridden Prench society needs in this last quarter of 

the 20th century is profound democratic changes breaking witi: capital's domination of 

the nation. Changes are needed in the ownership of the major means of production and 
trade, control of which should be restored to the owun»ury by mearnc of democratic nation- 
alizations. There must be change in the state leadership, wiich should become a power 
representative of the working people within which the working class should exercise a 
leading political role. These changes are vital because, without them, the gains obtained 
by social struggles remain limited, unstable and liable to be snatched back by the forces 
of capital. 








Nonetheless these changes are not sufficient in themselves. As the draft resolutian 
stresses when it takes up an extremely promising idea put forward in the November 1977 
document entitled "Por a Decisive Advance in Democracy", “there mist be 2 fundamental 
effort to modify social relationships in conjunction with the transformation of owmer- 
ship and state power." New relationships must be developed in all fields. 


New relationships must be developed in the economy and in industry because the solution 
to the problems our country is suffering requires a new type of econamtc development-- 
a new growth which places the man, the worker, at the center of economic activity 
turning the satisfaction of his material and cultural needs and the deployment of his 
capacity for initiative into the driving force of that activity. 


New relationships must be developed in the city, town or village which, by commnal 
self-management, promote citizens’ control over their ow problems and their ow lives 
and which reduce tensions, confrontations and insecurity by creating new solidarity 
freely exercised by all. 


New relationships must be developed in regiuns free to assert their identity and 
vitality--which will be a source of enrichment and a consolidation of national unity. 


New relationships mist be developed in the nation, within which the systematic removal 
of inequality, guaranteed and extended individusl and collective freedom for all, the 
demovuratization of institutions and the decentralization of powers, prime consideration 
for the general interest and the human being over the search for profit will lay the 
foundations of a true national solidarity. 





Pinally, new relationships mist be developed between the nations themselves in freedon, 
equality apd solidarity. However, I will return to that point. 


It is clear that when we talk of democratic, self-managing socialism and when we include 
self-menagement among our fundamental objectives, we are not just indulging in clever 
talk. Gur attitude is not based on what others do. We do not make a tactical chaice. 
We anrwer the specific needs of a specific society, namely Prance in 1979. It is 
important to point out at the same time--and this is, of course, indispensable--that 
our siew of an increasingly broad management of society as a whole by the workers and 
cicizens themselves is in keeping with the aims laid dow by our commmist ideal and 
also with the views expressed by the founders of scientific socialism, especially 

Karl Marx. 


Gur proposals are ambitious. Bul the crisis we are facing is no ordinary one. It is 
impossible to overcome it properly and make progress by remaining entrenched in old 
methods and subaitting to the laws of the existing system. A crisis of this sort calls 
for new answers. It calls not for prudence but for daring. 


That is precisely why we are not putting off the necessary changes until later; it is 
now, in the daily fight, that we intend to promote thes. It is for these changes that 
we call on workers and the people's masses to take the path of struggle--a determined, 


imaginative, dynamic and powerful struggle. 


What are we struggling for? First, in order to say WO, NO to austerity, to sacking, 
unemployment and job instability; NO t. destroying enterprises and regions and to 
redeployment abroad; NWO to Prance's decline, to the loss of its independence and 
sovereignty; NO to all attempts to make the workers support this disastrous policy. 








communists say a determined and definitive no to the policy of capital. whether it 
pursued by Giscard d’Estaing today or by somebody else tomorrow. 


We 

be 

We are struggling without further delay to safeguard employment an” industrial activity 
and to create new jobs by reviving popular consumption and areas of production which 
meet the country's urgent needs. 


We are struggling to preserve and improve the workers’ purchasing power, to fix rents, 
eGditional charges and taxes at a tolerable level and to safeguard social giarantees. 


We are strugglirg for a 55-hour week without any reduction in wages. In this context 
I would like to say that we do nut intend to make satisfactian of this demand dependent 
on pricr agreement by M Schmidt, mM Carter or Mrs Thatcher! Gm the contrary, we are 
determined to take the necessary initiatives to insure that the workers’ struggle 
obtain the satisfaction of this legitimate demand as soon as possible. 


We are struggling for the right tc a decent retirac:ent at 60 years old and 55 years old 
and for the improvement and reform of wcerking conditi.=s. 


We are struggling for immigrants' legitimate demands: equality of social rights, 
guarantee of individual and collective freedom and respect for their dignity. 


We are struggling to safeguard and extend the public sector to carry cut democratic, 
nonstate netionalizations in order to wrest control of decisive production potential 
from capital, which is selling it off cheaply, for example the production potential of 
the iron and steel industry, the iron mines, the nuclear industry and so forth. 


We are struggling to guarantee and improve the income of family farms and to raise 
production. 


We are struggling for women's aspirations for «a better, free, equal ant responsible 
life, in other words for their rigit to work, against any discrimination and for the 
dignity of a1] women workers to be respected. We are struggling for equal rights 
among couples, for the application and improvement of contraception and aborticn laws, 
for the improvement of the standard and quality of family life, for measures encouraging 
@ greater role and more respansibility for women, which requires a permanent effort 

to overcome backward attitudes, to modify the old divisian of roles and to achieve 
progress in human relationships. 


We are struggling to improve health care resources, to develop medical research, to 
insure that there is no longer one type of medical care for the rich and another for 
the poor. We are doing everything in our power to defend the great people's gains 

which social security represents. 


We are fighting for a modern education system which is really open to all, for better 
teacher training and for an increase in teachers' status to encourage the broadest 
possible access to ture and creativity. 


We are taking ection to insure 4 more 
fight pollution and the destruction of the countryside. 


humane enviponment amd to 

We Gemand the means to really guarantee the security of populations. 

As I have said, we are also struggling to defend and extend 4]11 democratic rights and 
freedoms. 











We are struggling to establish a real regional ;.wer, for the election of regional 
assemblies by universal suffrage and with proportional representat‘on--assemblies having 
real rights and means, led by an executive elected from their members and working in close 
liaison with an economic, social and cultural committee representative of the region's 
vital forces. iis right to "live, work and make decisions in rural districts" is a 
long-standing objective of our action. 


We advocate recognition of the right to self-determination in overseas departments and 
territories. Moreover, following my visit to Reunion last month I would like to draw the 

‘ congress! attention to the ecute and intolerable situation which the overseas departments 
and territories are facing in 1979. For instance, to take the example of Reunion, I must 
point out that almost one-half of the island's working population is totally or partly out 
cf work, and what is more, unemployment benefits do not exist on the island. It is also 
vital to realize that the average per capita wage in Reunion is one-third of that in 
France while the cost of living is 40 percent higher. It is also vital to realize--and 
this fact alone illustrates the government's intolerable neglect of this people--that 40 
percent of the Reunion population is illiterate. 


Moreover, it is a well-known fact that fraud and violence are two traditional rightwing 
weapom in Reunion. There is a third which is less well-known: complete censorship 
pure and simple. for the past 20 years, with respect to the Reunion Community Party--a 
party which, I ould point out, receives almost 40 percent of the country's votes. 


Moreover, real colonial plundering prevents any economic development on the island. 
The results is that every year 6,000 out of 10,000 young Reunion islanders in a given 
age group are forced to emigrate to France. 


That is the result of 30 years of Reunion's existence as an overseas department marked 
by colonialism. The same is true of the other overseas departments and territories. 
This situation cannot go on. 


The PCF reaffirms each people's right to self-determination. It supports the demand 
expressed by the communist parties--and other progressive forces--in Reunion, Martinique 
and Guadeloupe and in obher overseas departments: a statue of democratie and popular 
autonomy within the framework of the French Republic. 


We are convinced that this position is just and responsible. We have adopted it fully 
in the draft resolution. 


Democracy, Principal Area of the Class Struggle 

All the objectives which I have just enumerated are not an exhaustive list. We set no 
limits on the ability of the working people and the people's masses to obtain through 
struggle the satisfaction of demands on a greater or lesser scale. 

We start from a simple idea. Everything that can be obtained must be obtained. Every 
possible step forward must be taken. Each gain is a new position for proceeding with 
building the deeper democratic changes which we want to achieve. 


This democratic path to socialism for France has two characteristics. 


It proceeds from ovr desire to meet without any doubt the interests of the working class 
and all the working people, but also to meet the general interests of the people and the 
nation; to insure a true democratic renewal of the country and a new stage in the 
civilization of which the French nation is the bearer, 
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It is based on the awareness that progress is possible only in the class struggle 
against capital, in the struggle to counter the dominance and privileges of the 
very wealthy. The struggle for democracy is certainly the principal area of the 
class struggle in our era and in our country. 


To forget that would be to lapse into a utopian and ultimately suicidal concept of 
democratic advance. It would be to substitute surrender for compromise and pursuit 

of an antipopular and antinational policy benefiting capital for the implementation of 
positive transformations oriented toward solving the crisis. 


It is, in short, om this fundamental issue that we clashed with the PS, 


You can still attempt today to rewrite history, to deliver speeches of a revolutionary 
hue and to proclaim your good faith with hand on heart--but the facts are there. 
Prancois Mitterrand cannot conceal the fact that, at the crucial hour when it was 
possible to achieve a real change, he abandoned the joint program which we had signed 
with him, he rejected effective measures making it possible to call into question 
capital's dominance and he refused to guarantee France's f-eedom and independence 
while proclaiming his support for an acceleration of Europeiw integration, including 
integration in the national defense sphere. Indeed, Francois Mitterrand can do and 
say what he likes; it was not we but he who changed. 


The Metz congress has jus‘ confirmed that the PS is céntinuing this orientation toward 
the right. Thus it is anticipating the entreaties of Giscard d'Estaing and the hopes 


of the system's supporters. 
In short, our country is offered two paths today. 


EITHER adapting to the crisis of capitalism in the interest of the multinational firms, 
with the inevitable disastrous consequences of that choice for our people and for the 
nation. 


OR effectively questioning capital's dominance and implementing a series of profound 
democratic transformations making it possible to advance via democracy toward socialism 
for France. 


That is the alternative, the only alternative. 


We communists are doing everything possible to spare France this future of difficulties, 
despair, disorder and submission which the big bourgeoisie and the politicians who serve 
the big bourgeoisie’s interests are preparing for it. We want democratic change. 


II--Our International Strategy 


As I said a few moments ago, while our analysis prompts us to regard the crisis as 
"PRIMARILY NATIONAL" and to propose a national way out of it, we nonetheless in no 
way underestimate international realities. 


We carefully consider the facts of the international situation, the international 
dimensions of the crisis and the constraints and opportunities which result from them-- 
not in order to subordinate to them any national solution but,oon the contrary, to 
elucidate and bring together effective conditions for the success of the struggle in 

our country. At the same time we do this in the internationalist spirit which our party 
has had since its foundation and with the desire to see France take its part in inter- 
national relations and trade. 
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How do these different facts--national and international--link up? What foreign policy 
do we offer, what international dimension to our strategy? It is this second group of 
questions which I now want to tackle. 


It is useful to take an overview in order to grasp THE LINES OF FORCE OF WORLD DEVELOP- 
MENT "TODAY." This is especailly necessary because we are living in an extremely com- 
plex era in which contradictory trends are expressing themselves in every sphere--some- 
thirs which makes it more imperative than ever to grasp the essentials. 


There is a great change underway in mankind in which we are the actors. It is a 
question of correctly judging the stakes in order to intervene with precision and 
effectiveness in the maturing revolutionary transformations. For history is in no way 
written in advance. 


It is a matter of moving from the old to the new. From a world based on ignorance, 
violence, exDloitation, oppression and war to a world based on knowledge, conscience, 
the liberation of the peoples, freedom and peace. In other words, it is a matter of 
making the transition from capitalism to socialism under specific historical conditions. 
And it is the size of this transformation which is at the heart of the crisis which we 


are experiencing today. 


This struggle at the planetery level is marked by the development of multiple contra- 
dictions. It is by no means a predetermined linear evolution, but a complex process 

where the acquisition of experience and the recognition of general laws must be com- 

bined with the ability to take into account things which are changing rapidly. 


So what are the major facts of the present world situation? 


FIRST OF ALL, THERE IS THk CHANGE IN FAVOR OF THE FORCES OF SOCIAL, NATIONAL AND HUMAN 
LIBERATION WHICH HAS TAKEN PLACE IN THE CORRELATION OF FORCES IN THE LAST FEW DECADES. 


Indeed, what a path has been traveled since the creation of the first workers' societies 
under capitalism triumphant in the 19th century and their first attempts to coordinate 
their efforts throughout the world; what a great change since the creation of the Second 
Imernational in 1889 at the initiative of the French workers party of Jules Guesde 

and Paul FParague; the scope and strength of the French and international workers move- 
ment, powerful as they were, were at that time utterly incapable of calling into question 
the bourgeoisie's omnipotence and ultilizing capitalism's contradictions and crises to 
favor progressive forces. As is well known, the action of the revolutionary forces 
within the Second International was unable either to prevent its support for colonialism 
or to induce it to act to avoid the world war which set the seal on the bankruptcy of 
its opportunist policy. 


Lessons have been learned since then, and things have certainly changed. 


The great Russian Revolution of October 1917 has been and remains the decisive event 
in these changes, and the PCF today must not be expected to do anything to minimize 
or reduce its significance. It brought socialism out of the sphere of hope into that 
of practical implementation. It made it possible to solve great social, national 

and human problems in a historically short time. It paved the way for powerful eco- 
nomic and social development of the countries concerned. [paragraph continues] 
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But above all the October 1917 revolution was tne signal for the decisive develorment 
throughout the world of powerful forces for progress and peace and the signal for other 
peoples to move on to building and developing socialism. I will return to an assessment 
of this vast movement. 


The economic, political and military weight of the socialist countries has increased 
considerably, exacerbating the capitalist system's contradictions, forcing peaceful 
coexistence on it and thus objectively aiding struggles against capitalist exploitation 
throughout the world. 


In the capitalist countries the working class has strengthened, organized itself and gained 
experience and influence through powerful and diversified class struggles. The powers 
that be now have to reckon with working class organizations. Wew democratic forces have 
emerged. In many countries, as in ours, the struggle for profound political changes is 
on the agenda, Great movements for social change have smashed the most anachronistic and 
intolerable obstacles. Dictatorships have had to give way in Greece and Spain as well 

as Portugal. In Iran the bloody dictatorship of the shah, who enjoyed the active support 
of the United States and Giscard's regime, has been swept away. The future of that 
country and that people is still uncertain, of course; in this connection, even if it is 
just for those who have so mich blood on their hands to be tried and to account for their 
actions, we nevertheless cannot agree with the excesses which, furthermore, imperialism 
is attempting to utilize to its own advantage. 


The national liberation movement has overthrown the old colonial order and has asserted 

the vitality of tne fact of nationhood against imperialist forces! destabilizing and 
integrating actions, New peoples have written their names in the glorious annals of the 
struggle fur independence and freedom, like the countries of Vietnam and Angola. Many 
countries which were once enslaved can today make their voices heard in the world and demand 
real independence and control of their wealth and development. Together they now play a 
great role in international negotiations and institutions a:d are a new element and a 
positive factor in the correlation of forces at the world level. 


This rise of progressive forces in the shape of these three components involves the expan- 
sion of powerful emancipating aspirations, such as the struggle for complete equality of 
rights for women, 


It is within this framework and in connection with these essential facts of world develop- 
ment that the international crisis of capitalism, whose characteristics I have recalled, 
developed. This is also what gives the crisis its profundity and originality and poses 

in a new way the question of the solutions to it. 


The crises observed in the past were international, particularly those which resulted 

in the two world wars, But of course, imperialism can no longer--under the conditions of 
the new correlation of forces--act as it did in the past and resort to war or fascism as 
it used to. 


Nonetheless, it has not given up defending its positions withthe considerable means at 
its disposal. The counteroffensive which it has launched and has been mounting for 
several years now is evidence of that. The spread of the multinationals, the revival of 
Atlanticism, the ideological war against socialism, the mltiplication of attacks on 
national sovereignty and interference in countries!' internal affairs are the main 
directions of this imperialist strategy. 
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While they are compelling imperialism to adapt its strategy, revolutionary and progressive 
forces have nevertheless not succeeded in impocing a solution to the serious international 
problems and the generalization of international relations which rule out inequality, 
domination and violence. 


That is because of the socialist countries’ relative economic weight in the world which, 
although it is increasing, remains inadequate and because of their still limited place 
in international trade exchange. That is because of the need for new technological 
advances enabling them to overcome their historical backwardness, which is decreasing, 
and also because of an inequitable practice in international trade which places them in 
an unfavorable external financial position. 


These countries also have internal problems with economic management, distribution, the 
implementation of planned reforms and difficulties which retard progress toward new modes 
of consumption, investment, producticn and international cooperation. 


Moreover, problems have arisen in the relations between socialist countries and primarily 
between the Soviet Union and China. I want to consider this question for a moment. 


With enthusiasm we greeted the Chinese Socialist Revolution in 1949, an event of primary 
importance for the peoples' liberation. With great interest we have followed the Chinese 
people's achievements in building socialism, and we assess at its true value the great 
progress which has been made in fundamental social spheres in the last 350 years. Our 
solidarity with the Chinese people has never wavered since the time when it was a question 
of aiding them in their revolutionary struggle, particula‘ly their struggle to insure 
that China was recognized as a full-fledged nation. 


Today, as yesterday, the desire stated forcefully by the PRC leaders that their national 
sovereignty be scrupulously respected can only encounter our complete assent. We under- 
stand all the better China's desire to assert an age-old national character, to become 
a developed country and thereby benefit its people, and to play a great role in inter- 
national life because we have the same ambitions for our country. We think that this 
understanding ought to have inspired or should inspire all socialist forces. 


But we say equally clearly to the Chinese leaders that it is not possible to work to 
benefit their people, peace and progress by naming the Soviet Union as the principle 
enemy. It is not possible to appeal to national sovereignty while advocating the 
strengthening of NATO and Atlantic and European integration. We have important differences 
of opinion with them over this. 


Similarly we condemned China's unjustifiable aggression against Vietnam. We believe 

that Vietnam's aid to the Cambodian people, victims of old-fashioned genocide, cannot 

be used as an argument, especially since the Vietnamese leaders constantly asserted 

that they were not motivated by any hegemonic desires. We are pleased that it has been 
possible to halt the conflict, particularly thanks to the Soviet Union's wise attitude. 
Today we hope that the negotiations which are beginning will make it possible to determine 
the basis for new, friendly cooperation between the countries concerned along with 
respect for independence. That is in everyone's interest. 
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In the same spirit, because we have hope for the future, we are inclined to move toward 
establishing normal relations between our party and the CCP--relations which do not dis- 
regard the differences of opinion which exist but which make it possible to work toward 
joint action in the interest of the peoples. 


In addition to these problems in socialist countries, the revolutionary and progressive 
struggle is also being hindered, as is known, by obstacles in the capitalist countries 
and the developing countries. Although the forces of capital are now weaker, they still 
have powerful means at their disposal. The socialist international's negative action in 
the context of the imperialist counteroffensive mist also be taken into account as an 
important factor. This situation leads to real dangers and to the aggravation of crucial 
international problems. 


Although peaceful coexistence was successfully imposed at the initiative of the Soviet 
Union and the socialist countries, the arms race is still absorbing considerable amounts 
of money at the expense of the peoples' well-being; the forces which are trying to jeopar- 
dize detente have not abandoned their efforts. Hotbeds of war and tension still exist. 


Whits there is unprecedented growth in science and technology there is growing under- 
deviilopment, poverty and famine in the world. Natural resources are being wasted. The 
envaromment is being subjected to increasingly serious attacks and there is danger of 
causing irreversible damage to the natural environment. 


Although nations are asserting themselves and conditions are right for rich and diverse 
international cooperation, the mltinational capitalist companies are trying to subject 
international trade to their law, monopolizing and diverting progress and trying to call 
national production systems into question, 


Their attempts are supported by the imperialist powers, especially the United States, 
which is increasing its interference in the internal affairs of sovereign countries, 
using cooperation in an attempt to draw up strategies of supranational integration and 
trying to increase the organization of the world into hostile blocs. 


Giscardian policy designed for the profit of a handful of French-based multinational 
monopolies fits perfectly into this policy of imperialist integration, It refuses to 
give our country an active role in peace and gradual and monitored disarmament. It is 
abandoning our advanced sectors, paralyzing our vital national research effort and 
accepting the technological and social norms imposed by big capital from the United 
States or elsewhere. It affirms its solidarity with the dominant imperialist forces, 
carrying out missions to maintain order, in Africa in particular, and specializing in 
the arms trade. 


It is a policy of national abandonment because it refuses to give France a world role 
suited to its traditions and capacities. 


Therefore the generally favorable evolution of the international situation is taking 
place by a comple* process marked by success and progress but also by setbacks. Ona 
world level, major problems reflect the depth of the crisis, the bitterness of the con- 
frontation between existing social forces and the growing need for new social relation- 
ships. For just as the crisis in each capitalist country is an appeal for a new social 
organization and a new type of development, so the international crisis facing capitalism 
demands new international relationships, freeing existing relationships from the shackles 


imposed by imperialism. 
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We Have a Great International Policy 


Our country is part of this great movement. It is influenced by the imperialist 
counteroffensive and by the modifications which favor the forces of progress. It would 
be completely ridiculous to try to isolate France from this context. Par from taking 
that approach, which would quite simply condemn our strategy, we want France to help 
solve the world's major problems by putting forward just and realistic proposals and by 
using means which correspond to its possibilities but also to its history and democratic 
traditions. 


The line which we are now following and which we advecste for our country corresponds 

to that objective. We are trying to create the best cor/itions for solving our country's 
crisis on a national basis and for progressing by the sare path toward a socialism suited 
to our needs. 


This great international policy can be explained on the tasis of four great objectives 
which are closely interlinked. 


FIRST OBJECTIVE: WE UPHOLD THE PRINCIPLES OF THE SOVEREIGNTY OF NATIONS, INDEPENDENCE 
AND NONINTERFERENCE by any power in a country's internal affairs. 


That means rejecting any political pressure and any foreign intervention from any source 
in Prance's internal affairs and international activities. Similarly it rules out any 
French interference at all in other nations’ affairs and implies strict respect for 
their sovereignty. This principle of noninterference is universally valid. 


Consequently we cannot accept that a great power should impose its law either on us or 
on any other country. In the same spirit we oppose the existence of blocs, in which 
national wills vanish. The nation is the fundamental collective unit in international 
relations. Each nation, whatever its size, should be cap*>dle of taking an active part 
in solving international problems and should be able to ex».ect the expression of effec- 
tive solidarity from the international community should the need arise and should it 
request such solidarity. 


Far from representing a step back to autarchy, this demand for national independence is 
the precondition for fruitful cooperation between countries and for the development of 
new relations. 


It does not indicate a ddsregard for any consequences of the internal policies followed 
by states, especially those which affect human rights. We refuse to grant the U.S. 
leaders, who are exploiters and oppressors of peoples, a banner which they use as a 
sere*n for their policy and as a diversion, We have a much loftier idea of these vights. 
They include the human being's fundamental universal rights, individual and collective 
freedom and the aspirations of peoples to social progress, justice, democracy, peace 

and access to knowledge and culture. 


It is absolutely imperative to safeguard and extend these rights, and this idea should 
characterize France's action in the world in all circumstances. 


SECOND OBJECTIVE: WE ARE STRUGGLING FOR PEACE, PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE AND THE EMANCIPATION 
OF PEOPLES. 


The right to live in peace is essential for all peoples. Now that progress has been 
made in the sphere of detente, it must be maintained and contimed. 
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Paced with the threat of war, which has not disappeared, it is now possible to 

rally broad support for peace and disarmament. The PCF is striving to boost the 
people's movement in this “feld and demands that France take action tr solve these 
problems at world level in conditions which, of course, enable the -ountry's security 
to be guaranteed in all circumstances. In this respect we mainta’a that Prance should 
ratify the treaties limiting the manufacture of certain weapons ;nd take an active 

part in international conferences. Our country should endorse tre U.S.-Soviet agree- 
ment on the prevention of nuclear war and call on other powers ‘0 do likewise; announce 
that it will take part in the SALT negotiations when the state of those negotiations 

so requires; propose a treaty barmming the production of all new mass extermination 
weapons such as the neutron bomb; and suggest the reduction.of military budgets by 
uniform methods enabling an aid fund for developing countries to be maintained, control 
of the arms trade to be insured and any sale of war equipment to colonialist and racist 
governments to be ended. 


Such comprehensive action would constitute a major contribution to general, monitored 
disarmament. However, our country also has a specific role to play in promoting peace 
in Burope and the Mediterranean. 


Prance has the means of helping to implement the Helsinki Final Act provisions relating 
to security, cooperation and human rights. Its action should be aimed at establishing 
a real collective security system. Im Europe it should strive to simultaneously 
transcend and dissolve the blocs--which obviously rules out any idea of a European 
army. 


Prance could play a positive role in solving the Middle East conflicts, and that would 
help realize the objective of making the Mediterranean a zone of peace and broad 
international cooperation. That is why we advocate definite disarmament measures such 
as dismantling foreign military bases, banning nuclear weapons in the zone and limit- 
ing foreign fleets. 


This policy would help to emancipate peoples and strengthen friendship between 

ajl nations. It would promote the consolidation of peaceful coexistence, which has 
nothing to do with the social and pol/tical "status quo." It would open up a vast 
and rich field of cooperation based oi: countries! mitual advantage and respect for 
each country's national interests. This policy of cooperation would replace the 
strategy of specialization dominated by the multinationals by strengthering each 
nation's economic coherence and by seeking varied complementarity betwee nations. 


THIRD OBJECTIVE: WE ARE STRUGGLING FOR A NEW INTERNATIONAL ORDER, 


Now that the old order established by imperialism is going through a serious crisis, 
there is a growing need for more harmonious, just and democratic relations between all 
nations, in other words for a new economic and political order. It is within this 
framework that we intend to place our plans for cooperation with all countries without 
discrimination or ostracism. 


France should have diversified trade and economic, commercial, scientific and cultural 
relations with all developed capitalist countries, respecting the sovereignty of each 


partner. 
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Prance should increase its ties with the socialist countries, remove the obstacles 
which have hindered them so far and establish a cooperation of new scope and quality 
with them, including joint ventures, especially in advanced sectors, but also joint 
projects in other fields such as the exploitation of natural resources and culture. 


Establishing a new type of political and economic relations with the developing countries 
should be a PRIORITY aspect of French foreign policy. Our people have nothing to fear 
from such relations; quite the reverse, in fact. If we forbid any neo-colonialist-type 
maneuver, the development of poor countries is bound to promote our own growth. That 

is a crucial trump card in a national way out of the crisis based on growing participation 
by our country in world trade. Indeed, many of these countries want to establish stable 
relations of cooperation and friendship with Prance in particular. This is a great 
opportunity for us, and we must not waste it. 


The PCF follows the nonalined movement closely and values it as a positive force. This 
group of 86 states which intends to stand outside the blocs reflects legitimate aspirations 
in face of imperialism and its crisis and in face of the serious underdevelopment problens 
and inequalities in the world. 


We understand and share the concern which this movement has expressed about people's free 
determination, total rejection of foreign interference, total refusal to submit to the 
great powers and control over their natural resources and economic development. 


We value their initiatives to stabilize raw material prices and stop the deterioration 
in their trade terms and to insure that major development problems are tackled by con- 
sultation between states within the UN framework and that specific measures are taken 
to help the countries lagging furthest behind. 


This general approach by the nonalined countries coincides with out party's approach. 
Their proposals are very similar to those which we made on this subject in Mexico on 
16 May 1978. ‘That is why we think France can and should play a major role in this 
general movement for national independence, the reduction of inequalities in the world, 
the development of cooperation between all countries and disarmament and peace. 


That means that Prance must be completely free and that, like the nonalined countries, it 
must be able to free itself from any constraint related to bloc policy. It means Prance 
will have to take up position in the front ranks of action to introduce more democratic 
relations between nations and a new economic and political order. 


With regard to these questions Comrade Enrico Berlinguer, in his report to the 15th POI 
‘ Gongress, put forward the idea of drawing up and applying an international charter of 
peace and development. This is a proposal which we are prepared to study and discuss in 
a favorable light because it is in keeping with the concerns I have just voiced. 


PINALLY, FPOURTH OBJECTIVE: WE ARE STRUGGLING FOR A DEMOCRATIC EUROPE MOVING TOWARD 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PROGRESS AND OPEN TO THE WORLD, INDEPENDENT AND PEACEFUL. 


As everybody knows, we originally opposed France's Common Market membership because, 

contrary to the wonderful promises made at the time by its advocates, we did not think 
that it was likely to serve the interests of our country and our people. Judging from 
what has happened since and what is happening now, we think we have been fp oved right. 
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That is probably why, when I proposed a two-against-two debate between the four leaders 
of the Buropean election candidate lists the other day, the others made a quick exit. 
Mr Chirac has suggested a debate with Mrs Dimone Veil, in other words a debate between 
the two of them. I made an infinitely more democratic proposal: «4 one-to-one debate 
{as published]. I am prepared to meet the other three list leaders on behalf of the 
party. That is the best way of clarifying things. 


However, the existence of the Common Market has woven links between the member countries 
and created a situation which led us, from 1965 onwards, to the conclusion that « uni- 
lateral break was not desireable. In the light of that our approach has always been 
characterized by *# twofold concern which was to be found in the leftwing joint program: 
on the one hand ; reserving our country's sovereignty and freedom of action and, on the 
other, taking par: in the EEC whille striving to change it, to remove it from total 
domination by financial powers and direct it toward a workers’ Europe. 


We abide by this line. 


Our country's leaders now want to make Prance's further integration into the Burope of 
trusts and bankers an essential aspect of their policy of adapting our country to the 
crisis for capital's profit. They want to use this Burope to accentuate austerity and 
unemployment, to speed up concentration and reorganization, with the company closures 
that involves--to undermine social and democratic rights won in decades of struggle by 
Prench workers, to exert new pressure on agricultural incomes and activities which are 
threatened with liquidation in certain cases, to jeopardize the national character of our 
defense system, to whittle away more of the French Parliament's prerogatives in favor of 
the Buropean Assembly, to sell out national sovereignty and, with foreign support, to 
force the French people to accept this policy which they are now fighting. 


They hope to attain these objectives by expanding the Common Market to include Spain, 
Greece and Portugal. 


That is why our party is resolutely opposed to this expansion, to France's integration in 
@ West Buropean and Altantic congolomerate under U.S. control and directly dominated 
by the PRG. 


In this respect, I would like to say that our attitude is in no way based on resentment 
against or attacks on the German people. We want rriendship and solidarity between our 
two peoples. In the case of the PRG, we are acting jointly with the German Communist Party 
(DKP) to face the common problems confronting our two capitalist countries. 


However, in the same spirit, we pay close attention to the facts and the situation. These 
show beyond possible doubt that, within the "trilateral" system (United States, Japan 

and Europe) which the great imperialist powers are trying to set up, the FRO is now in 

a situation enabling it to establish supremacy in all fields in Western Furope. We 

also know that in 4 crisis-ridden situation the forces of world reaction will stop at 
nothing to insure that their system survives. We have no intention of forgetting the 
lessons of history. We maintain that a secure future cannot be buill® on the basis of 
forgetting these lessons. 


It is, therefore, in full consciousness of our national~--and I have no hesitation in 
saying, international--responsibilities that we reject any plans to have West Germany 
become Prance's model or overlord. 
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Therefore, in our view, our country's sovereignty is an indisjensable precondition 
of its active participation in Europe. I say active participation because on this 
basis-<thich rules out any isolation or break--we intend to take action to insure 
that our country makes a constructive contribution to any action furthering the 
interest of our peoples, to any action which curbs the harmful actions of the milti- 
national trusts and the political forces serving then. 


We want a Burope of social progress which will start to apply its own antimonopolist 
community measures, which will harmonize social legislation in a favorable direction 
amd will remove ail discrimination. 


We want a Europe of intensive cooperation between European countries but at the same 
time open wide to the world. 


We want a democratic Europe which respects decisions taken by national parliaments, 
allows trc.“er representation and participation by workers' organizations in its 
institutions and really applies the European human rights cha ter. 


We want a peaceful Burope making a specific contribution to the solution of conflicts, 
to promoting detente and to organizing disarmament and peace. 


We want a Burope which takes effective action to dissolve the blocs and to establish 

a new economic system and which shows its intention to withdraw from any alinement with 
the superpowers --a Europe whose independence can, in the final analysis, only be 
meaningful if it means radical emancipation from U.S. control. 


It is on these clear and firm foundations that we call on Prench men and women to rally 
and give us their support d@uring the 10 June Buropean elections. 


They cammnot express their desire to defend the interests of France and its people and 
Prench sovereignty or to see France and its people and Prench sovereignty or to see 
Prance contribute to the organization of a new Europe by supporting parties which favor 
Buropean integration and the expansion of the Common Market as does the Union for 
Prench Democracy (UDF) and the PS. Wor can they express this desire by voting for a 
party, the Rally for the Republic (RPR), and a man, Jacques Chirac, which use the most 
unbridled demagogy in portraying themselves as a champion of the national interest 

and at the same time constantly proclaiming allegiance to a government and majority 
which disregard that interest. They can only express their desire in one way: by 
voting commmnist. 


We Want To Strengthen Internationalist Solidarity: 


As can be seen, contrary to any isolation or any alinement, we have a great inter- 
national policy for our country--a policy for an active and fraternal Prance repre- 
sented throughout the world. 


This is not a policy for an unspecified time in the future. We are struggling for 
these objectives now, in this field as in others, because we proceed from the idea 
that the peoples must not entrust the states with exclusive responsibility for re- 
solving the world's major problems. It is up to them to act when these problem 
occur and when the conditions for action are right. 


In fact we believe that the extent and acuteness of the world's current problem as 
well as the new opportunities stemming from the advances made by the revolutionary 
and progressive movement demand a strengthening of international solidarity and its 
extension to all the forces that made up this movement. 
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We are, of course, aiming at solidarity among commumist parties. 


Just like the world, the international movement has changed. It is no longer a centralized 
organization in which the communist parties are regarded as detachments. How the 
communist parties have grown: some of them are directing their -cuwtries' affairs; 

most of thes are struggling against «a class adversary who still holds political and 
economic power. 


This great diversity which marks the communist movement is a sign of maturity and 
growth. It bears witness to the communist parties' attachment to their countries' 
national situations, and it is reasonable to suppose that it will increase in the 
future. That is to say that an acknowledgeent of this diversity and of the differences 
that exist among the communist parties must not, we believe, be regarded as an obstacle 
to the development of cooperation among them and to international solidarity. 


It is, therefore, by taking these new situations fully into account that we act in 
favor of the establishment of new relations among the communist parties. 


Such relations imply the observance of the independence, equal rights and stances of 
every party and of noninterference. The sovereign definition of its policy, its 
objectives and its modes of action is a vital condition for every communist party for 
developing its influence and wimning over its country's workers to the struggle. These 
new relations can only be established within an atmosphere of clarity. They presuppose 
equal attention both to the numerous important shared objectives and to the existence 
of divergencies which it would be pointless to disguise. 


All this can lay the foundations for a new conception and a new practice of inter- 
nationalist solidarity, to whose development our party intends to contribute. 


In the same context, it is norma] for communist parties struggling in the same 
geographical area or confronted with similar problems to feel the need to hold joint 
discussions and to establish specific relations. This is what the parties of certain 
socialist countries dc. These are also the kind of relations that have been established 
among the communist parties--including our own--struggling in the capitalist countries 
against the ruling exploitative parties, particularly in Western Burope. 


Having said that, in view of the requirements I mentioned a few moments ago, we intend 
more than ever to develop our solidarity with all the other forces throughout the world 
which, in their most diverse situations, are struggling against imperialism, for social 
progress, independence, peace and freedom. 


We maintain friendly and fruitful relations with a large muamber of national movements 
and parties. We attach great interest to them and we are very anxious to strengthen 
this cooperation. We therefore intend to contribute to all initiatives that can aid 
bilateral joint action or actions agreed by several forces concerned with the same 
issue, or more generally the whole group of all the anti-imperialist, progressive and 
peace-loving forces in the struggle for the shared interests of all peoples. 
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We sre acting, particularly within the European framewcrk, to establish and develop 
contects and, if possible, joint actions with the Socialist and Social Democratic 
parties toward objectives in line with our peoples’ real interests; we are anxious to 
confirm this stance, though the current behavior of the majority of these parties is 
not favorable to such « rapprochement. 


In the same context, we intend to contirme our efforts to establish the foundations for 
& positive form of cooperstion with the forces representing the Christian people's 
masses. Thus, internationslist solidarity and section for a new and positive policy for 
Prance throughout the world are indeed an integral pert of our strategy of struggle for 

@ Gemocratic and national solution to the crisis that our country is experiencing, better 
still, they constitute many of the preconditions for its success, 


III--The Socialist Countries end Us 


This orientation on the international scale takes into account our assessment of existing 
socialism and the lessons which we derive from it. This is the third question which I 
want to teckle. 


The Record of the Socialist Countries 


As our Graft resolution says: "TO THE QUESTION: WHAT IS SOCIALISM'S CONTRIBUTION TODAY 
TO THE HISTORICAL PROGRESS OF THE COUNTRIES CONCERNED AND TO MANKIND AS A WHOLE? WE 
REPLY: THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES; RECORD IS, ON THE WHOLE, POSITIVE.” 


I will briefly consider the verdel quarrels which the term "record" has aroused in cer- 
tain quarters. Some comrades have Grawn an analogy with « balance sheet with one column 
for assets and one for lisbilities...and they have concluded that it is impossible to 
Grew up records like that "SO PAR AS HUMAN ACHIEVEMENTS ARE CONCERNED"; but if I talk 
about the "DISASTROUS RECORD” of Mr Giscard 4'Esteing's 5 years of power, who is going 
to imagine that I em an accountant? Every day, and rightly so, at every level of our 
party orgenization we assess the record of our activity, that of our partners and that 
of our sdverseries and we make a critical judgment --positive or negative--of it. 


As I have shown, an examination of the whole historical period in which we live shows 
that the direction of the developments which are profoundly changing our world is 
unambiguous: Socialism is sévancing; capitelism is losing ground. 


Thus it is understandable that the forces which profit from exploitation, oppression and 
war are doing everything possible to attempt to obstruct this grest revolutionary process 
which is underway on « universal scale. Today everything possible is done to distract 

the working people and the peoples from the struggle for social transformation; everything 
possible .s done to wreck the hopes of a11 those on five continents who aspire to @ more 
just, freer and more humane society. And what better means of attempting to achieve this 
than to give the peoples « repellent, hopes image of socialism AS IT IS BEING BUILT TODAY 
from the Soviet Union to China, from Romania to Cube, from Vietnam to Yugoslevie? 


It is under these conditions thet some communists have wondered whether or not it is 
legitimate to make an assessment of the socialist countries recem. I would be tempted 
to say to them: Listen to the radio or television, comrades; reed the press; the social- 
ist countries! record is assessed continuously in columns of print end hours of broad- 
casting. The verdict is unanimous: scvording to them, SOCIALISM IS HELL! Se how is 

it to be explained that militants of a vanguard party should come to advocate as 4 
revolutionary position that we take refuge in « prudent neutrelity in the face of this 
constant campaign? How is it to be explained, unless they themselves are more or less 
yielding to the enormous pressure of this campaign’? 








No, in truth we cammot desert the essential area of the class 
Go so. As Comrade Pascal Santoni of the on uro 
our position must not foster “THE SUPn™= 
ING EXPLANATION AND A DIFFICULT POLITICAL BATTLE.... THE DANGER @& 

TUDE OW THIS ISSUE--AS IT WERE, GME COLUMN GF COMRADES AIGHLIGHTING THE NEGATIVE ASPECTS 
AND OWE HIGHLIGHTING THE POSITIVE A PECTS--EXISTS TOMY." 


No linguistic wile or tactician's trick making it possible at the same 
éifficulty and evade the problem can be tolerated in this sphere. We 
unclear the question of the reccrd of several decades of building socialism because that 
would be to prevent ourselves from giving a simple and clear answer t: the onl 
which ultimately catters: IS IT A GOOD THING THAT THE PEOPLES CONCERNLD HAVE 
SOCIALISM, OR WOULD IT HAVE BEEN BETTER FOR THE WOT TO HAVE DOME SO? OUR ANSWER 
THIS QUESTION IS MILITANT AND UNAMBIGUGJS: YES, IT IS A GOOD THING FOR THEN AND POR US. 
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Of course, we must explain our answer. We have a Guty~--above all to ourselves--to make 
an assessment which is not a propaganda response to adverse propaganda but a lucid, 
realistic, coherent and solidly reasoned answer which takes into account the general 
movement on which the socialist countries have embarked in extremely diverse situation, 
the history of each of these countries, their starting points, their national diversity 
and their situation within the correlation of world forces. So how do we formlate our 
assessmer.t’ 


We Take Into Account the Historical Headway Made by the Socialist Countries 
FIRST, WE TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE HISTORICAL HEADWAY MADE BY THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES. 


In the first place we note that the ESSENTIAL REALITY of ‘hese countries is primarily 

that they have suppressed exploitation of man by man and exploitation of labor for the 

sole purpose of private profit. We note that these countries have eliminated the social 
ills experienced by their neighbors and counterparts which have remained under the tutelage 
of capitalism or colonialism--those evils which affect hundreds of millions of human 
beings and whose names ire hunger, poverty, illiteracy, ignorance, underdevelopment, 
precarious existence and tremendous social inequalities. 


What we also note is that the socialist countries’ economic growth, *lthough it has slowed 
a little in the last few years, remains substantially faster than that of the crisis -hit 
capitalist countries. While the industrial production of the United States, tne FRO or 
Prance, for instance, slightly more than doubled from 1960 through 1978, that of the 
socialist countries more than quadrupled. Today they account for 50 percent of world 
inéustrial pro@uction. As for agricultural production, despite the d@ifficuities which 
everyone knows, it has increased by 25 percent in Prance since 1960 but by more than 

50 percent in the Soviet Union, 


All this progress has had a positive impact on populations’ living standards, which have 
risen sharply. Unlike capitalism, this growth has in fact been achieved without unes- 
plo ,aent--that is, with a secure future for everyone. It has been achieved without 
massive inflation--that is, without the price rises which steamroller working people's 
purchasing power in the capitalist countries. It has been achieved without exacerbating 
work rates and working conditions--that is, without the increased exploitation character- 
istic of the capitalist systen. 
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"WE WHO WORK IN PLANTS, ON THE PRODUCTION LIWE OR AT A FURNACE OR PRESS," the specialized 
worker cell of the Peugeot-Sochaux section wrote in the discussion forum, "Would willingly 
Swap our work rates and working conditions and our system of exploitation of the individ- 
ual for that of our comrades in the socialist countries. We would willingly exchange 

our 'cash register! medical services for their free medival services." 


Indeed, who can be unaware of the progress which socialism has made possible with regard 
to education, health, culture, sport, leisure, security of life and democracy? 


Quite obviously it is on this issue of democracy in the socialist countries that the 
enemy's campaign is unleashed with most force, Tims he constantly persists, via all the 
major mass media, in attempting to equate dictatorship and socialism and to place fascist 
countries and socialist countries pell-mell in the same group. We cannot tolerate such an 
odious amd revolting equation. 


And if they want to talk about dictatorship and regimes of blood and terror, then let 
us do so. These regimes exist today in our world. Today there are hangings in South 
Africa, there are shootings in Uruguay, there is torture in South Korea and disappearances 
are arranged in Argentina. Todsxy the National Guard is massacring people in Nicaragua 
ami the "Sonton Macoute" are killing in Haiti, Today the Namibian and Rhodesian peoples 
and the Palestinian people are proscribed within their own countries. Is there any need 
to mention Chile, Colombia, Guatemala, Zaire and Indonesia? Unfortunately I c@uld 
contime the list.... 


These countries are certainly divided by geography. But they have two points in common: 
in all, the people are tormented; in all, capitalism holds sway. Where are the socialist 
countries in which such atrocities can be seen? They do not exist. Thus it is imper- 
missible to identify socialist countries and fascist countries, quite simply bectase to 
do so is absolutely counter to reality. 


Obviously, this statement does not make us forget either the crimes which sullied the 
history of socialism during the Stalin era or the serious ami grave discrepancies which 
exist today in the socialist countries between reality and what socialist democracy could 
and should be right now, 


Our position is based on the answer to the folliwing question, which no honest man or woman 
must fail to ponder: Has the new form of soci-i organization calle’ socialism permitted 

a development of democracy it its various dimensions, or has it not? In other werds, if cne 
takes into account the former situation of the socialist countries! peoples ani their 
situation now, can one observe progress in the ability of individuals, of people, to take 
their place in national life, to achieve their aspirations and to ‘involve themselves in 
everything that concerns their own affairs? In answer to this question one must state 

that there has indeed been undeniable progress amd even an abr-Wwte transformation, if one 
considers these people's conditions at the outset and the trials that they had to surmount. 
There can be no doubt that this progress in democracy is attributable to socialism itself, 
to the thérough social changes that it has wrought which have enabled the workers and 
their organizations to gain new and greater rights in their places of work and throughout 
social life, as well as making possible the oreation of bodies for people's representation, 
participation and control in very varied forms. Moreover, this movement is continuing. 

Of course, we are not unaware that there is still mich to be done before workers everywhere 
can become the aware and active owners of the means of production, 
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You can see, therefore, comrades, that when we examine the record of socialism in 

the countries concerned, cur concern is to reach a lucid, balanced assessment as near 
as possible to the truth. We do not want to paint reality either all white or all 
black. We wish definitively to avoid any extremist assessment. 


In order to form our assessment of the socialist countries! record we take into 
account, second, these countries! contribution to the progress of mankind as a whole. 


The first of these contributions is undoubtedly the establishment--which I have just 
mentioned--of a new world balance of forces, favorable to the forces of social, national 
and human liberation, which compels imperialism to accept peaceful coexistence among 
states. The socialist countries’ existence and resolute action have enabled mankind 

to enjoy 34 years without a world war. 


The socialist countries! contribution also lies in the considerable role that they-- 
particularly the Soviet Union--play in giving material and political aid to the national 
liberation movements' struggle for independence and social emancipation. 


Last, it is a decisive point of support for the working classes!’ struggle in the 
capitalist countries. Can one imagine the possibility of us now discussing the 
feasibility of a democratic road to socialism in our country if the world balance of 
forces were tilted in favor of imperialism? Of course not! We are aware of this, 
and we state with conviction that if we are now able to envisage for French workers 
an original and less costly road to socialism, very different from the one pursued 
by the peoples of the socialist countries, we owe this largely to their existence! 


We therefore bear in mind all these elements--which bear witness to the superiority of 
the social system with which the socialist countries have provided themselves--when we 
assess their overall positive record. 


Extending Our Reflection 


This verdict does not mean in any way that we are lessening or modifying in the very 
least our critical reflection and our stances concerning the negative phenomena that 
the socialist countries have experienced and are still experiencing. 


In this connection, one comrade went so far as to write in the discussion platform 
that our position was tantamount to stating--and I quote--that: "The millions of dead 
and the Stalinist repression would be comper'sated for by some sécicl gain or other." 


Please note that I am anxious to restrain wy language in this report. I would have a 
great deal to say to this commmist, who, within the space of a single sentence and 

for the sake of his argument, stoops to compare his party's leaders to those responsible 
for crimes which undoubtedly horrify us communists more than anyone else. It is 
disgraceful. 


He set out our position on this issue at the 2Zd congress. We have cleariy and force- 
fully reasserted it in the draft resolution for the 234 congress, which states: "We 
have issued an unqualified condemnation of ‘Stalinism’ because the ideas and practices 
embraced by this term are totally alien to our ideals and our policy." 
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Similarly, we confirm that it is our right and our duty to publicly express our 
opposition to the significant attacks on freedoms, since vestiges of that past do 
survive even though the CPSU itself--and this is much to its credit--denounced these 
unacceptable practices at its 20th congress and undertook to eliminate them. We do 
so without yielding in any way to the adversary's pressure, but on the basis of our 
desire to contribute to the progress of socialism effectively and with a responsible 
attitude. 


But more generally, we have had reason to believe and to state that in the socialist 
countries there are problems linked to “the continuing universal need for democracy 
which socialism expresses." 


Let everyone note that therein lies a very important lesson that we have learned 
from our reflection on the revelations made by the 20th CPSU Congress and on the 
subsequent evolution. This same reflection of course also has a place in the 
effort which led us to the definition of the kind of socialism that we want for 
Prauce and of the road for reaching it. 


What do we mean? 


We have rejected once and for all the idea that there could be a mode)--or countermodel, 
which amounts to the same thing--for socialist society. This is nc¢ a tactical position; 
it is based on the observation that "socialism is born and develops of necessity as 

a concrete response to each country's concrete needs." There can be no formula to 

which each country must conform or any successive steps decided in advance which each 
people must necessarily climb. The building of socialism in a European country always 
presupposes an original and new creation. It is always a pioneer operation. 


Purthermore we can now see real diversity of development in socialist countries or 
countries setting out on the path to socialism. It is obvious that this diversity will 
increase as new countries move toward socialism, With regard to this question, although 
we have long said that forms differed, we must not hide the fact that experience 

and thought have enabled us to examine this idea in more detail and to go beyond a 

view of socialism which was, shall we say, rather utopian and abstract. 


Does that mean that there are no "general laws" governing socialism? No, it would be 

wrong to think that. There are general laws and principles without which it is impossible 
to talk of socialism. That is true, for example, of the abolition of private ownership 

of the major means of production and trade and of handing power to the working class 

and its allies. However, these laws cannot be regarded as a set of dogmas or prescriptions. 
As Jean Kanapa said in a lecture given in November 1977 on THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST 
MOVEMENT TODAY AND IN THE PAST: "THESE LAWS HAVE A VERY GENERAL CHARACTER. THEIR 
UNIVERSALITY DEPENDS ON THEIR ABSTRACTION. THEY DO NOT PRECEDE EXPERIENCE, THEY 
GENERALIZE MANY FORMS OF EXPERIENCE. IN THIS RESPECT THEY ARE HISTORICALLY RELATIVE. 

IN OTHER WORDS, ON THE ONE HAND THEY HAVE NO INDEPENDENT EXISTENCE OUTSIDE THE CONCRETE 
REALITY OF WORKERS, DEMOCRATIC AND REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLES, AND ON THE OTHER HAND THE 
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It is in this sense that we refer to a universal democratic element in socialism We 
refer to this in the sense of a general requirement of socialism because human libera- 
tion, the gradual democratization of all society's structures and all social relation- 
ships constitute a key objective of socialism--a general requirement which assumes new 
importance in our time particularly because of socialism's very progress. 


Of course, this universal requirement for democracy also finds diverse expressions. 

It is posed in different terms according to the country involved. Nobody has the right 
to usurp the place of each people and define in what particular form this requirement 
should be met. In saying that, we avoid the mistake of those who basically deny the 
generally positive nature of the socialist countries! record because they judge the 
Situation in those countries on the basis of forms and methods of social life which 
have been established in our country under different historical conditions. We reject 
both the idea that we should copy what is being done elsewhere and the idea of imposing 
our own methods on others. 


We Prench comminists are proposing for France a path tcward socialism and a brand of 
socialism which are characterized, for example, by a wiltiparty system, regular use 
of universal suffrage and adherence to its verdict. 


In this context, as the draft resolution stresses, we attach great importance to the 
fact that our approach is similar to that followed by other ccmmmist parties in 
capitalist countries, which have made development and democracy central aspects of the 
paths to socialism which they are proposing for their respective countries. This 
similarity has been labelled EBurocommimnisn. 


There is no lack of people prophesying the "DEATH" of this new political phenomenon. 
Either they are mistaken or they are trying to mislead people. 


In fact we think that this trend is lasting because it is the result of the various 
parties involved taking int: aecount socialism's universal democratic requirement and 
the analogies between the situations in those countries, which are dominated by big 
capital and are passing through a serious crisis. These are not just superficial 
facts in the course of events, and that explains why, beyond the differences and 
divergences which might appear, the parties concerned are developing a solidarity 
based on common gains and objectives. For our part we are acting resolutely to that end. 


Of course, EBurocommmism is not a new "center," nor is it a model to replace another; 
it is not directed against any party. Those comrades who express fears in this respect 
have no cause to be worried. 


However, is the real reason for these fears not a resistance to any critical approach 
to existing *oclalism--a resistance to the definitive rejection of an essentially 
preestablished model for socialism? 


In view of the path we have trodden and which we wish to tread, we think it row in 
the interest of socialism to adopt the creative and critical approach, provided that 
it is serious and constructive. 
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Similarly we think that, beyond the diversity of forms in which it is possible to meet 
the democratic _equirement inherent in socialism, this requirement--in other words 
increasingly broad and creative participation by individuals and social groups in the 
administration and running of society with full exercise of all fundamental individual 
and collective freedoms--must be regarded as inseparable from the development of 
socialist society. This is the only way in which socialism can find the path to a 
satisfactory solution of the contradictions which necessarily exist in its movement, 


as in any social group. 


It is therefore in relativun to all these considerations that we speak in our draft 
resolution of persistent misunderstanding. Moreover this persistence leads us to wonder 
whether our differences with certain communist parties in socialist countries are basically 
related to the view we have--on either side--of the ways and means by which socialism can 
and should be developed as the most advanced new stage in human evolution, 


It is clear that these great questions of the past, present and future provide food for 
serious and deep thought. We stressed the importance of the book THE USSR AND US pre- 
cisely because it is inspired by this approach which is, in many ways, novel. It is 
perfectly desirable and necessary that this thought should be continued in the same spirit. 


In having this desire to learn all we can from the experience of socialism, in making a 
positive overall judgment on this experience in its general progress and in furthering 
the development of internationalist solidarity in the struggle for all common objectives, 
we are applying our political line coherently and serving the interests of the struggle 
for socialism in our country and the interests of socialism on the international plane. 


IV--The Union for Democratic Change 


I now come to the fourth major question which occupied an essential place in the preparatory 
discussions and of which one comrade wrote--rightly--in the discussion forum that/it is 
the "KEY QUESTION OF THE CONGRESS" itself. 


This question is as follows: How and by what means are the necessary changes to be 
achieved? What path should be taken for a real advance toward the democratic socialism 
which we want for France? 


Of course, it is not a matter of answering this question in the abstract, of making it a 
theoretical problem which is to be solved in isola’**.n from the time, but of answering it 
specifically and precisely under the conditions of today: that is, to be blunt, after 
the failure of March 1978. Thus it is essential above all to have very clear ideas about 
the reasons for the present situation and to learn the lessons--all the lessons--of the 
6 years of struggle during which we fought on the joint program. 


Six Years of Struggle on the Joint Program 


In 1972 we signed a joint government program with the PS. We did so in order to create a 
positive way out of the crisis which our country had entered and to implement the 
essential profound democratic reforms which the negotiations with our partners made it 
possible {neorporate in the joint text. 


Because it was not possible to obtain this change in 1978, some comrades have asserted 
during the discussion that we ought not to have concluded the 1972 agreement. We 
believe that this viewpoint is mistaken. 
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Let us say first that we had struggled for more than 10 years for such a program with 
an advanced content and, since the conditions had come together for signing it, we can 
see no reason why we should have abandoned our objective. 


What is more, we never believed that the existence of this program settled all the 
problems and was sound to lead us to victory. On the contrary, as is well known, we 
said--and I quote--at the very moment when we decided to adopt the joint program: 
"WHILE THE UNDERTAKING IS DIFFICULT AND NOTHING IS GUARANTEED IN ADVANCE, THE CONDITIONS 
AND THE MEANS EXIST...FOR IT TO BE A STEP FORWARD IN THE GENERAL STRUGGLE OF THE WORK- 
ING CLASS AND OUR PEOPLE...." 


While it is true that the 6 years of struggle on the joint program did not result in the 
defeat of the right and the implementation of the necessary change, as we wished, they 
left gains whose positive character is indisputable. These struggles made it possible 
to obstruct capital's attempts aimed at making the working people bear all the conse- 
quences of the crisis. They increased understanding of the anticapitalist reforms which 
we advocate and o}" the new solutions which must be implemented for a way out of a new 
kind of crisis. They facilitated the winning of new positions in elected assemblies 

and also the strengthening of the party organization. All that must be taken into 
account. 


So a lucid examination of the facts shows that in signing the joint program we took-- 
under the conditions of the time--the only correct and realistic decision. 


Other comrades, pursuing a reverse argument, have asserted that we were necessarily 
responsibile--or partly responsible--for the failure in March 1978 since, as a revolu- 
tionary party which is the bearer of change, we failed to obtain this change. 


According to these comrades, it would be necessary to consider that we are responsible 
for everything that has gone wrong in this country for 60 years because--de_pite our 
efforts--we have failed to prevent it. That is to forget rather too quickly that the 
fact that we are the revolutionary party nevertheless does not enable us to decide the 
fate of heaven and earth. 


Of course, we must accurately analyze our action, and do so critically. I wil return 
to this shortly. 


But in connection with the political responsibility for the March 1978 failure, the 
essential question is not at that level. The essential question is WHO from beginning 
to end of the joint program experiment had just one policy line which was in conformity 
with the jointly decided objectives and WHO chose to follow an orientation which turned 
its back on his commitments to the point of abandoning them on the eve of the crucial 
test. 


A comparison of the attitudes of the joint program partners throughout that experiment 
makes it possible to give a clear answer to that question. 


As far as we were concerned, for 6 years we redoubled our efforts to insure that the 
transforming content of the joint program really became the concern of the working 
people and the peoples masses. We fought to insure that this program's objectives 
were known, approved and supported by the broadest masses. 
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And many commentators wrote--rejoicing at the time--that we were the only ones to do this, 
the only ones, as they said, "TO CARRY THE BURDEN OF THE JOINT PROGRAM.” When, starting 
in 1974, the difficulties with the PS grew wrse, we continued to fight this same battle, 
and we fought it until the last moment in 1978, to the limit of what was possible, with 
just ome desire: to achieve a good agreement, an agreement which updated the joint 
program--then 5 years old--without maximalism and which made it possible to succeed, 
really succeed, 


This is a fact which no one can dispute: Throughout that period we pursued just one 
objective--to do everything in our power to bring the joint program to victory and to 
achieve democratic changes. 


That was not the case with the PS. 


Increasingly isolated and weak--as Gaston Defferre's poor showing in the 1969 presidential 
elections demonstrated--the PS was forced at the beginning of the seventies to adapt its 
activity to the growing desire for unity and change being expressed among our people, 
thanks to our action. That was the aim of the Epinay congress held in June 1971. 


As Prancois Mitterrand declared at the time of that congress--I quote "I THINK IT NECESSARY 
FIRST TO THINK ABOUT GAINING OR REGAINING THE GROUND WHICH HAS BEEN LOST TO THE COMMUNISTS. 
I DO NOT THINK IT RIGHT THAT THERE ARE TODAY 5 MILLION FRENCH WOMEN AND MEN AND SOMETIMES 


MORE WHO CHOOSE THE COMMUNIST PARTY." 


Thus, as far as the socialist leaders were concerned, the "EPINAY LINE," as people call it, 
was this: to use leftwing talk in order to strengthen themselves to our detriment and 
thus to find a path to power which would enable their party, when its moment came, to 
implement capital's policy. That was the role which the PS assigned to the alliance 

with us. Everyone remembers the speech which Francois Mitterrand delivered to the 
Socialist International shortly after the signing of the joint program in explanation of 
the reasons for his choice--once again, I quote: "OUR FUNDAMENTAL OBJECTIVE IS TO REBUILD 
A GREAT SOCIALIST PARTY ON THE GROUND OCCUPIED BY THE COMMUNIST PARTY ITSELF IN ORDER 

TO DEMONSTRATE THAT 35 MILLION OF THE 5 MILLION COMMUNIST VOTERS CAN VOTE  OCIALIST. THAT 
IS THE REASON FOR THIS AGREEMENT." 


In fact, experience shows that, as it strengthened by taking advantage of the desire for 
unity and change, the PS deviated from the commitments undertaken in 1972, going so far 
as to abandon them and deliberately provoke the breakdown of the union and thereby defeat. 
Some comrades have sometimes wondered whether it would not have been better to surrender 
to the PS at that time. On the contrary, everything that has happened since has shown 
that we were right to adopt the attitude which we did adopt. In fact, to follow the PS 
would have been to take with it the path of surrender, the path of establishing with the 
consent of the working class party, a policy of managing the crisis to capital's benefit. 
Of course we were unable to; we could not do that. 





That is why we said on 20 March 1978 and we reiterate in the draft resolution: "THE Ps 
BROUGHT THE LEFT TO AN ELECTORAL DEFEAT FOR WHICH IT IS ENTIRELY RESPONSIBLE," 


The Lessons of the Joint Program Experiment 


Nonetheless we had to give considerable thought to the very conditions which enabled the 
socialist leaders to behave as they did. In other words, we had to answer the essential 
question: Why did the union based on the joint program not enable a people's movement 
to be formed which was strong enough to withstand the tests’ 
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Following the same lines as the draft resolution, many comrades confirmed in the 
discussion--on the basis of their experience--that illusions ‘sad arisen about the real 
situation when the union was formed on the basis of the joint program. Many people 
thought that all problems had been settled, that the 7S had changed completely and 

that satisfaction of important demands should be postponed until after the elections and 
victory, which was then certain. As has been said, union based on the joint progran, 
wrongly regarded as mainly 1 union at the top, had a certain demobilizing effect. 


We made great efforts to fight these illusions. Some comrades made that point in the 
discussion forum. It would be easy to add 4 great many examples to the list of 
initiatives they mentioned. 


However, was this activity free from any fault or shortcoming? Wo, we have already 
said that it was not. We do not lay claim to perfection. The whole party could 
probably have shown an even greater spirit of initiative and determination in its 
efforts to develop the action of workers and the people's masses, removing the 
opportunist factions whose existence we publicly reported after the 1973 (as published) 
election. 


Nonetheless, the obstinate desire to see that as the determining cause of the defeat 

is either a mistake or a conscious effort to attribute to our party a responsibility 
which rests entirely with the PS. To do so is to abandon the field of serious analysis. 
It means losing sight of the conditions in which we had to act. The validity and 
efficacy of our efforts were in fact undermined--in party ranks, too--by the idea that, 
since the PS had signed the joint program, there was no longer any need for vigilance, 
mobilization and action by the peoples masses. 


Indeed, to explain the root of our problems and to understand why these illusions 
about the union based on the joint program were so strong, we must go beyond simple 
observations and examine the situation in more detail. We must find the essential, 
fundamental, new characteristic of the period through which we passed and are now 


passing. 


This essential characteristic is the existence of a deep, all-embracing, lasting 
crisis in the system--a crisis which, as I showed in the first part of the report, 
can only be overcome by profound democratic changes; in short a crisis in society 
which calls for a change of society. 


Now, that isa WEW situation which raises NEW problems--problems which are radically 
different from before. The issue of the current political battle lies in the alternative 
which I just mentioned: adapting to the crisis in the interests of capital OR ELSE 
changing society by democratic progress toward socialism. It is therefore important 
to understand clearly that this situation has created new requirements from the viewpoint 
of the type of union to be established between the peoples forces and the extent of the 
changes to be introduced. The situation is not the same as it was in the days of the 
popular front or the liberation. 


Therefore it was with good reason that we wished to insure and succeeded in insuring 
that the joint program, for which we had been fighting for 10 years, included radical 
reforms which really undermined capital's domination. However, at the same time the 
signing of a program containing such provisions fueled the illusion that the PS not 
only supported union with the communists and radical reforms but also a real change of 
society and a real break with capitalism, 
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By signing the joint program, the PS to some extent saw itself labelled a revolutionary 
party, and that was a far cry from its basic reality and the strategy implemented by 
its leaders. 


That is one factor which explains the strength of the illusions which arose about 
the PS. However, let us take the ergument even further. 


The existence of the joint program raised with unprecedented force the question of a 
political line radically different from the capitalist govermment's line. It could be 
said that it polarized the whole political battle around the question of change. How- 
ever, at the same time, as I pointed out, there is a major discrepancy between the 
desire for vhange produced by the crisis and a clear awareness of the objectives and 
means of bringing about this change. The path which leads from one to the other is 

a difficulc path; there is no question of the transition being made automatically. This 
is particularly true--and experience has undoubtedly helped us to a greater awareness of 
the importance of this question than we had in 1972--insofar as, although the situation 
in which the crisis has placed the various sectors of the people's masses helps to 
increase the desire for change, it also creates fears, resistance to this change and 
even a tendency to turn away from change. It is reasonable to think that these contra- 
Gictory trends played a full part in the political battle which we fought. Some French 
men and women who were drawn toward change because of the attraction of the union based 
on the joint program, while being biased against the reforms contained in that progran, 
turned toward the PS, thinking that this party could bring them change, but limited 
change. The majority parties and the PS did all they could to encourage this tendency 
by constantly caricaturing our party policy, particularly portraying it as a "“collectivist" 
policy. 


All these facts explain why the people's movement failed to assert itself with enough 

force to prevent the PS from the abandoning of joint comaitments and from finally ging 

so far as to break the union in order to place itself in the position of a refuge for 

the right in implementing the policy of capital. In a political battle with a great 

Geal at stake, this shortcoming was particularly harmful since, at the same time, well- 
known internal and external pressures were being exerted on the PS with the aim of bringing 
it back to the class collaboration policy. 


WHAT CONCLUSIONS “HOULD WEDRAW FROM THIS ANALYSIS? AND ABOVE ALL, SHOULD WE ABANDON 
THE STRATEGY LAID DOWN BY OUR 22D CONGRESS? 


CERTAINLY NOT. THE OPPOSITE I5 TRUE, AS OUR DRAFT RESOLUTION STATES, “IT IS BY 
DEPLOYING ALL THE POTENTIAL AND INCREASING AND EXPLOITING ALL THE GAINS OF THE NEW LIME 
LAID DOWN AT OUR 22D CONGRESS" that we will provide ourselves with the means of solving 
the problems posed by the situation. Furthermore, it is important to point out that it 
was a desire to do everything we could to lead the demcratic movement to the necessary 
changes and to eliminate the shortcomings which were appearing which led us to develop 
our thoughts and produced the 224 congress in 1976. Par from being left behind by the 
new situation now facing us, the democratic path to a Prench brand of socialism laid 
awn by our 224 congress is now more than ever the only possible way open to the move- 
ment for change. , 


What does this democratic path involve? 
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Pirst, it is the PATH OF UNION. There can be mo democratic change without the existence 
and development of the majority movement of our people which Waldeck Rochet called the 
"toiling nation's majority movement." We want to build a people's union--the union of 
all victims of capital's policy in their social, political, spiritual and ideological 
Giversity. We are not giving an inch on this question; for us it is an irrevocable choice. 


Second, the democratic path is the PATH OF STRUGGIZ. The democratic move toward socislisa 
can only be the process of mass struggles which, by increasingly extensive demcratic con- 
quests, makes it possible, gain by gain, to mdify the balance of social and political 
forces to the benefit of the people's forces. This progress will be reflected at each 
stage in struggle and universal suffrage. 


It is clear from this brief summary of our strategy that the democratic path which ve 
propose is indeed the only realistic path and the only revolutionary path. At the same 
time it is clear that we must now analyze the joint program experiment and learn the vital 
lessons which could enable our strategy to become a reality. 


What are these lessons? 


Pirst, we must give absolute priority to union in action, to the union which is being 
established at grassroots level by the struggles of the workers and the population. 
That should be the first concern of all our party organizations and 

wherever he is active. 


why’ 


Pirst, because struggle and united action in support of demands is now the workers! 
only method of protecting themselves against the policy pursued by the government and 
the employers. In the present situation struggle waged in all fields with the will to 
@ everything possible to achieve results is the only way of improving people's lives 
without delay. It is a necessity. 


Union in action is also the only possible way because it is the only means of making 
immediate progress along the path to an increasingly extensive democratization of society 
and of grad@ually modifying the balance of forces between big capital and manual and 
intellectual workers. 


I would like to stress this question. Indeed, I want to make it clear that this 
practice of union in action, which communists should encourage everywhere, is not a 
last resort and that we are mt just acting in this way for want of a better policy 
while waiting for change to take place. It is in fact the indispensable--I repuat, 
indispensable--way of creating the right conditions for demcratic change. Indeed, 
experience has clearly shown us that there is a series of problems, obstacles and 
contradictions which we can only overcome by ideological battle. In this field as 
in all others, only practice and experience can change awareness. 


And it is this democratic process in particular--a process which makes each new posi- 
tion won by struggles a foundation for greater victories and for broader and mre 
decisive struggles--which can overcome the contradictions facing the vital majority 
alliance of people's forces in the diversity of their situations and opinions. 
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As I have just pointed out, although the ‘risis creates more favorable conditions for 
achieving this alliance, it also produces contradictions, fears and resistence. Any 
concept of the union which avoided these facts would inevitably lead to disappointment 
and defeat. 


If we face these problems squarely, we see clearly that it is by struggle set the grass- 
roots level on the basis of reforming objectives corresponding to the needs of the people 
and the country that these obstacles will be overcome, that the convergence of interests 
will be strengthened, that awareness of wiifying factors will increase, that the vitel 
ties of solidarity will be woven and that the common interest will take precedence over 
opposing interests or ideas. 


Thus, comrades, the democratic path to socialism is above all this development of the 
most diverse actions in every sphere, along with the results which they will enteil. 


It has nothing to @ with the idea of a linear, gradual, tranquil and smooth evolution 
toward socialism or with the illusion that it would be possible to create islands of 
socialism within the framework of capitalisn. 


The socialist transformation demands the abolition of capital's dominance of the economy 
and the state. Thus it certainly assumes a break with the existing system and the 
building of a row type of society within the framework of an intense class struggle. 


But at the same time it must be taken into sccount thet--under the conditions of our 
country and our era--the socialist transformation can and must be implemented with the 
clearly and democratically expressed agreement and active participation of the majority 
of our people. 


The experience wiich we have just endured simply strengthens us in this idea that, in 
order to build th. s movement and to enable it to impose a socialist transformation of 
our country, rather than accept the prospect of an October Revolution-type break it is 
necessary to envisage a breakthrough process, a "SERIES OF MASS STRUOGGIZ” which will 
impose increasi: sly far-reaching democratic transformations which in turn will create 
the conditions for transition to a socialism which will itself constitute the highest 
expression of this democratization. 


This deepening of our concept of France's march to socialism prompts us to prefer the 
expression "DEMOCRATIC ADVANCE TO SOCIALISM" to the expression "ADVANCED DEMDCRACY" 
in order to specify what we envisage and propose. 


At the same time we are verifying the correctness of our 224 congress! decision no 
longer to feature the dictatorship of the proletariat among our party's objectives, 
because it mo longer has a plece among then. 


It is on this basis--and because it is « congress document dealing with strategy-- 
that we offer in the draft resolution not « program but « certein number of objectives 
for the struggle. These democratic objectives form part of the socialist prospect 
which we are opening up before our country. They are as Giverse as the aspirations 
of those whom we want to unite and as the needs of our country which must be satisfied. 
They are comherent in the sense that each of them is a step forward toward extricating 
the country from the crisis and satisfying the temands of the people's masses. 
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But, in the spirit of what I have Just said, we Gid mot want to determine in advance 
the popular movement's ability to develop, expand and impose « particular demand at « 
particular time. We did not want to straitjecket the movement in « strict pregram and 
timetable which we had defined for it--unjustifiably--and wiich could, moreover. creste 
the impression that we were deferring until later, after « particular stage, the pro- 
found transformations making it possible to build socialism. And it could creste that 
impression when, on the contrary, we believe that socialism is today the only real way 
out of our society's crisis. 


In other words, far from signifying some kind of with@rewal or isolation which is 
absolutely contrary to our intentions, our move is open, bold and winning. It is « 
call to battle. 


We call upon communist women and men wherever they are to take charge of a1] the people's 
aspirations with all their diversity and to be the Griving force in and to support 
struggles appropriate to each situation. 


We call on them to multiply their contacts, seetings and actions with a1] women and sen 
who are suffering as a result of the present policy. 


We call on militants, cells, sections and federations to display boldness, imagination 
and a creative spirit and to take the necessary initiatives to build a union in action, 
@ grassroots wilon in every enterprise, every precinct and every commune. 


Yes, comrades, let us struggle everywhere rigit now to insure that democracy makes 
increasing headway in every sphere of national life and to bring our everyday practice 
into line with our ideals: democratic socialism and self-managing socialisn. 


The other lessons which we must learn from the period wiich we have just experienced 
are naturally commected with 411 these facts. 


We say that it is necessary to hold constant political debate so that the working peopl” 
and people's forces not only commit themselves to action but derive full benefit from 
the experience of struggles. This is essential te counter ideas of resignation and 
fatelism and to show the way out of the crisis and the nature of the necessary change. 
Anéd I would add; It is essential in order to expose the right's maneuvers and the PS' 
Gouble game and to clarify the positions of each political formation. 


Certain people would like to make us abandon this debate. According to them, it would 
hamper the union and would retard the rallying of people's forces. But the exact opposite 
is true. To reject the debate of ideas would be to scoept the hold exerted by prevailing 
ideas over people's minds--in other words, to accept that nothing changes and nothing 
moves. 


We are holding this debate firmly but without ever resorting to insult. If the major 
mass media are to be believed, our party's leaders are undesiretie individuals ww are 
always ready to deliver an insult. All right! I challenge anyone to find in our state- 
ments insulting remarks about anyone. As far as we are concerned, we rule invective 

out of political debate. Moreover, that is wiy we can see no point in this nonaggres- 
sion pact which we ere offered at the same time as aggression is being perpetrated 
against us. It would be, rather, a pact of silence and « smokescreen favoring under- 
handed blows. 


We are all the more committed to this democratic debate because it is an essential 
element in our strategy: indeed, it is the necessary condition for the working people 
to be able to Judge each party and to move in the right direction with their eyes open. 
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The third lesson which we learn from the joint program experience relates to the type 
of agreements which we must conclude with the other political formations. 


Tus some comrades have put forward the ides that the best means of building the union 
would be to give immediate priority to the discussions with the PS; certain comrades 
have proposed that we take initiatives to conclude agreements with the PS as rapidly 
as possible. 


I can understand why this idea has been put forward because the desire for unity and 
change is keen and legitimate. But is that the right way, the realistic and effective 
way to go about it? We ad not think so. 


As was the case after the 1971 Epinay congress, the PS leaders are starting again today 
to camouflage their rightwing practice with leftwing--even extreme leftwing--language. 
The 1972 socialist program envisaged the nationalization of supermarkets. Francois 
Mitterrand's motion for the 1979 Metz congress demanded that the action of « leftwing 
govermment reach “POINTS OF NO RETURN" within 5 months.... That is indeed the same move, 
confusion, politician's ploy and Gowble-talk which are found from Epinay to Metz. 


But the big difference is that wiile tn 1972 to question Prancois Mitterrand's promises 
could be taken as a malicious action, in 1979 it is « simple experimental fact. We 
know from experience that the same Prancois Mitterrand ww is today demanding the 
matdonalication of superhigiways last year opposed until the last moment the nationsli- 
zation of ferrous metallurgy and Empain-Schneider. 


I ask the comrades who are asking us under these conditions to return rapidly to the 
path of « summit agreement with the PS: Are we going to start the same business over 
again with the same result’? Por our part we are certainly not going to & anything to 
bring the working people to disappointment and defeat once again. 


Does this mean that we are abandoning the prospect of « wnion of the left and alliance 
with the PS, including en alliance at top level’? By no means. We believe that agree- 
ments between our two parties are essential, that these agreements must promote and not 
retard ection and that they must respond to and mot precede «4 real movement. Mreover, 
we are prepared to encourage any real step forward along this path--we showed this 
@uring the debate on the censure motion and @uring the second round of the canton 
elections. 


In truth the problem of alliance with the PS--with that party as it stands--is «a 
serious and complex problen. 


The experience of the struggle over the joint program shows that the wilon must be 
Pleced permanently under working peoples control. It must develop in the open, 
without embroidering ow partner's positions or masking either the things which unite 
we or the things which continue to mark the difference between us. 


What kinds of agreements should we envisage for the future’? Well, agreements wiich 
will ensble the peoples movement to gain new positions, to make real progress and 
to increase in both strength and ewareness, therefore excluding anything wich could 
constitute an encouragement to confusion or deceit and anything which could nurture 
illusions. 


This too, then, is part of our action--bullding the peoples movement and gaining new 
positions for the workers--ané this is the only possible way to create the conditions 
for broader anéd more Gurable rapprochements between the Communist Party and the groups 


a@vocating change. 


This is how we intend to build this new, stronger, more Gurable and more genuine union 
that the country's workers need, 
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Last, there is a fourth essential lesson that we learn from the latest period--a 1 ss0n 
which applies to us communists, but also to the workers as a whole. 


THIS LESSON IS THAT THE REALIZATION, THE MAINTENANCE AND THE PROGRESS OF THE UNICN IN 
THE STRUGGLES POR DEMOCRATIC CHANGE CANNOT BE SUCCESSFULLY CARRIED OUT WITHOUT TE 
EXISTENCE AND THE STRENOTHENING OF THE “EVOLUTIONARY PARTY, NAMELY THE PCP. 


In this conmmection, people have used against us the argument that during the la:sest 
period we allegedly tried to protect our party. 


What does this mean’ That we kept « constant watch, throughout all the political battles 
that we waged on behalf of the union and change, c~er the essential trump card of Prance!s 
wrkers and peoples movement, namely a great, powerful and active PCF? If that is 

what people mean, comrades, then it is true! 


In any event, whet is this party’ 


It ts the party of the workers, of the manual and intellectual working people, the 
party of the exploited, of the common people and of the oppressed. It is the party of 
the people and of the nation. It is Prance's major force for social and national 
renewal. 


It has taken decades and decades to build this party, it has taken generations to turn 
it inte this major peoples force without which the future would be closed to all those 
who depend solely upon their hands and brains for their livelihood. 


Would people reproach us, then, with being concerned not only to prevent its weakening 
but also to create conditions favorable to its development and expansion’? But our 
attitude would heve bes.i criminal hed we not acted thus. The workers wuld have « 
thousand reasons for reproaching vs. Because they are well aware that they need the 
Communist Party and that there can be no change in this «ratry without it. 


Moreover, the experience which we have just had--and we urge the workers to learn « 
lesson from it with us--F' sows that the imbalance which has become established against 
ws has facilitated the Socialist Party's disastrous game. 


To adjust the balance within the left in the right direction is therefore an imperative 
and a key element in the fight for the union and for change. 


In saying this, we have not the least intention of becoming « dominant or dominating 
party. It is not we wo are pursuing such © gmal: It is the Socialist Party leaders 
who would like to transform us into an euxilery force capable of opening their way to 
power but unworthy iteelf to participate fully in power. 


This is mot and never will be our ides. We are seeking an honest, clear union that 
observes pluralism, and we want to maintein this cooperstion until we achieve socialisns. 
It is for the sake of this objective that we defend our party's rigit to be iteelf: « 
revolutionary party qualified to perform « leadership role within the people's movement 
and in national life at all levels. 


As our Graft resolution clearly indicates, this party is « party of struggle. Communis.« 
everywhere are with the peoples masses to organize action, to gain wut can be gained 
ané to a@vance justice and freedon. 


Tt is in@issociably a goverment party. In order to achieve the changes they are hoping 
for, the workers need this party to participete in the country's goverment. It is in 
their interests thet commmist ministers take « full part in the aduinistration or 
Prance's affairs as soon as possible. 
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How is the PCF to be increased, how is its capacity for analysis, for initiative and 
for rallying people to be improved and how are its representation and activity through- 
out the nation's life to be developed? How can it be enabled to increasingly exert 
the leadership influence which is a key to democratic advance toward French-style 
social‘sm? This is the last of the major questions which I will now discuss. 


As we have seen, the attainment of our strategic objective does not imply any renuncia- 
tion of our party's specific revolutionary nature. The democratic road presupposes 
that this originality will be preserved and asserted. 


V--Some Aspects of the Party's Development and of Its Activity 


We think that the majority at the 192) Tours Congress made a fundamentally correct 
choice when they formed the party which we have inherited and are continuing. That 

act fulfilled a historical requirement. The French revolutionaries who performed it 
had learned from the long series of failures, capitulations and abandomments which 

had led the PS to bankruptcy in 1914. They took the vital decision to move out of the 
slough of class collaboration and to organize and extend the revolutionary movement 

by providing a new basis from which to revive the best traditions of the French workers! 
movement and the nation. 


We affirm our inviolable loyalty to this choice. We affirm our loyalty to all the 
battles which, over more than 50 years, have enabled our party to become the great 
revolutionary force which the French people now have for progress toward socialisn. 


Our loyalty has nothing to d with convervatism, It has nothing to do with self- 
justification, with refusal to make a critical examination or with laying claim to 
infallibility. Criticism is certainly necessary for progress. Asking us to criticize 
our own history and our own action is breaking down an open door. We are open to 
criticism. Of course, we see no point in criticism for its own sake--criticism seen 
as some kind of society game divorced from action. 


In this context it was we who drew attention to the question of our backward position 
in 1956. At that time cur party did not draw all the necessary lessons from the 20th 
CPSU Congress. Of course, this is a question of events which took place in the Soviet 
Union in Stalin's day and the lessons to be learned from awareness of them. However, 
as some comrades have rightly pointed out with regard to this period, it was also-- 
and perhaps we should say especially--a question of thinking about the original way, 
adapted to our conditions, by which the French people can move toward socialism. In 
relation to this question there was also the problem of the nature and forms of rela- 
tions of solidarity between Communist parties after the dissolution of the Socialist 
International. 


These problems just have to be mentioned to realize that since that time we have carried 
out analyses and examinations, real theoretical and political research leading step by 
step to the 22d Congress conclusions. 


Has this work exhausted the necessary consideration of the period to which I am 
referring and of the party's history in a more general sense? Wo, I think not, and 
that is why we are raising these questions. We share the view that the draft reso- 
lution is an invitation to study our party's history by rigorous methods and without 
any kind of schematization or simplification. 











38 


We are proposing that the congress decide to set up a commiss‘* n responsible for guiding 
this work with a view to preparing a history of the party in this spirit, it being under- 
stood that we are in no way trying to exercise a control or to limit freedom of thought 
and research but to encourage them. In our view loyalty lies in this untiring criticism 
and constructive analysis in the light of experience on the basis of and resting firmly 
on our achievements. 


Our approach is identical in all fields of theory. 


If it is to play its vanguard role our party needs to discern and analyze all of society's 
phenomena, the conflicts which come to a head and the resulting possibilities for action 
in all fields. It needs to make constant comparisons between plans and experience, 
decisions and results. It does so while taking all aspects of the class struggle into 
account, 


It is by carrying out such research that our party was able to draw up an analysis of 
the crisis and, to overcome it, a strategy for moving toward socialism in France. 


Our theory is not a finished body of doctrine or a system of precepts which could be 
applied at all times and in all cowitries without major innovations. The fundamental 
problems of the socialist revolution, whose essential traits were piapointed by Marx 
and Engels and then by leading revolutionaries, especially Lenin, are still relevant. 
At the same time considerable qualitative bhanges have taken place both in the social 
situation and in our knowledge of this situation and of the concrete problems of 
socialist revolution. D.versified activity by Communist and workers! parties is pro- 
ducing a dialectical advance and evolution in theory and practice. We have tried to 
maintain our place in this research. 


It is this living, enriching development in time and space that we propose to take 
into account, substituting the expression "scientific socialism" for "Marxism-Leninism" 
in describing our theory. 


This title seems to us particularly suitable since, in the ideological war, it con- 
stitutes an offensive response to all those who reject the working class party's right 
to refer to science and deny the possibility of a scientific understanding of society 
and a scientific practice leading to the establishment of socialism. 


This practice involves a major and permanent effort. In referring to scientific socialism 
the founders of the theory and their successors were careful not to schematize the real 
process. For example, Friedrich Engels highlighted the necessary shift and victory in 
thought and action by giving the German edition of his book UTOPIAN SOCIALISM AND 
SCIENTIFIC SOCIALISM this more dialectical title: THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIALISM FROM 
UTOPIA TO SCIENCE, 


Are the documents which have been submitted to the present congress not aimed at this 
scientific process? 


I would like to add a few words on the question of materialism. 


The scientific socialism theory is based on a philosophical foundation. It is materialist 
and dialectic. It is quite the reverse of a closed and scholastic dogmatism. It is also 
entirely different from a dry concept which disregards human sensitivity, emotions, 
feelings, spirituality, worries and hopes. 
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That is why our party needs bold and productive research in touch with life and real 
struggles and with the questions they raise and the lessons they teach, helping to 
guide and develop these struggles in turn. 


This research is scientific research with all the means and conditions involved, in 
particular constant critical comparison with practice, debate, modesty and courage in 
face of facts. The firm conviction that mo fact is inaccessible to the human mind but 
that the truth which can be attained is infinitely complex and that cognition is a 
perpetual process. In this respect the Vitry meeting pointed out the efforts which we 
have to make, and the draft resolution rightly refers to them. It is vital that we put 
the whole party, especially its intellectuals, in a better pésition to perform this 
indispensable task. 


As far as we are concerned, growing means becoming more and more the party of the 
working class. 


The nature of the class struggle and of the choice of society in the France of our 

time underlines the historical need for the working class! leadership role. As Comrade 
Fernand Tiberi of the Meurthe-et-Moselle Federation showed in this discussion platform, 
nothing now leads us to revise this belief, quite the contrary. The current predictable 
evolutions in the working class and the social structures in general confirm it. 


The working class is made up as follows: 4 percent of male workers and 60 percent 
of female workers are semi-skilled; 15 percent of the men and 40 percent of the women 
are unskilled. The majority of immigrants are to be counted among these exploited 
men and women workers. One worker in five is an immigrant. The draft amendments to 
the rules assert the immigrants! place and rights in our party. 


These particularly exploited men and women workers constitute the majority of impoverished 
people. Yes, we are the party of the poor. They can count on us to defend them, organize 
them and train them in the struggle. The draft resolution confirms the need for and 

the fundamental political worth of this step. It rightfully rejects the charge which 

has sometimes been brought against us of confusing this just political move with old- 
fashioned pessimism. Historians are well aware that taking account of the fate of 

those worse off is characteristic of every truly revolutionary struggle and especially 

of the working class! struggle for socialism. If a question still remains in this 
connection, it is not because of the party's excessive activity on behalf of the poor 

but because of the remaining shortcomings in that activity. 


The charges against us are particularly unfounded because we define the working class 
solely by the scientific criteria first defined by Karl Marx. These are the criteria 
that establish the unity of the working class, irrespective of origins, age, qualifi- 
cations or profession. The simplistic and reductive idea of drawing an absolute 
parallel between the terms working class and manual labor, for instance, is alien to us. 


The working class‘ historic leadership role stems from its objective situation within 

the production process as well as from its political capacities, which have progressively 
established, developed and asserted themselves during the 20th century in connection with 
the major decisive issues such as social progress, democracy, national independence, 
solidarity among the peoples and culture, The class constantly grappling with capital, 
the central class in the decisive sphere of production and, at the same time, an organized 
and rallying class, the working class in France is already assuming and learning to 
exercise its leadership role. It owes this to an essential degree to the decades of 

PCF activity. 
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Today the development of production forces is leading to a more complex and more inte- 
grated process, to the establishment of a "collective worker" of improved quality, 
Which transcends that of the manufacturing era and of big mechanical industry. 


According to some analyses, this transformation is tending to weaken the working class. 
Ultimately, generalized automation will allegedly make this class disappear one day. 
This conjuring trick is very useful for giving the impression that there is a real 
basis for the social democratic theory of a so-called "class front." 


But the opposite is true. The development of the production forces, far from .,educing 
the role of the working class, is giving it more prominence. With this developuent, 
the importance of large-scale production is increasing. The quality of the labor 
force is improving: There are more and more educated workers, and the working class 
is being strengthened by hundreds of thousands of technicians--the majority--and even 
a mumber of graduates. At the same time, these internal transformations <"e better 
preparing it to take on decisive tasks. 


Many white-collar workers also work in enterprises. In 20 years their numbers have 
doubled. There are now 4 million of them. They are playing an increasingly greater 
role in national life. Of course, mostly they do not work within the sphere of pro- 
duction, and this distinguishes them from the working class. Nevertheless, the 
similarity in situation and interests between workers and white-collar personnel not 
of the working class is steadily increasing. 


The increasing use of modern tools and techniques in the services is creating original 
bases for rapprochement and solidarity with the working class. Poorly paid, often 
crammed into huge work complexes and forced to use methods and to meet work rates 
similar to those experienced by the workers, white-collar workers today have little 

in common with those of the past. Consider, for instance, life in the typing pools, 
the data-processing centers or the big stores, with regard to which one sales clerk 
said at one of the open discussions organized by our party that "life at the Printempts 
store is like being in a factory." 


The party must develop its activity among white-collar workers, as well as in the 
working class. If we work hard we can win over considerable forces from among then. 


Of course, these great sociological developments are not occurring without contra- 
dictions. In the developed capitalist countries they are coming up against the in- 
passable barriers of production relations. This fundamental fact itself strengthens 
the historical role of the working class--understood in its full, modern, extended 
meaning--whose intervention is necessary to revolutionize the mode of production. 
The future of the French nation and the future of the working class are bound up 
together. The democratic advance toward the new society involves promoting the 
working class to the leadership of the economy and the state. 


Thus the essential problem is that the working class as a whole must become more 
clearly aware of its historical function and must develop its political knowledge 

and capabilities, its organization and its social and national ambitions. The PCF!s 
major task is to a everything possible to contribute to this. To serve increasingly 
well as the working class party is to be the party of all categories of female and 
male workers, the party of all technicians, the party of all employees. It is to 
make a tireless effort to win them over en masse. 


% 
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The principal place where our party can and must accomplish this task is in the factory. 
Factories--primarily large factories--are at the heart of our strategy. The draft reso- 
lution calls them the forge of awareness, of the development of wity and of working 
class advance, It is above all in factories and through struggle that the grassroots 
union, the foundation of the people's movement, will be built. Factories are the primary 
Place to develop the working class! policy of alliance. 


That is why the draft amendments to the rules state more clearly than the present rules 
the priority which the party--the whole party--must give to its activity in factories. 
The draft not only makes it a duty for communists to belong to the cell at their work 
Place and to form a cell if none exists, but also calls on the party's local organiza- 
tions and all leaders to help constantly the activity and strengthening offactory cells. 


I am particularly stressing this point because, “ile results have been achieved since 
the 22d congress, they are both inadequate and <’e again constantly being questioned. 
Moreover, the bosses and the government have realized so clearly the strategic importance 
of factories that they are developing within them, using colossal resources, their own 
ideological and political counteroffensive, while social democracy is making every 
effort it can there. Thus the party's struggle, the struggle for the party in factories, 
implies a permanent and fierce battle. It requires new initiatives from us. 


That is why we are proposing to the congress that the party be set a target: 12,000 
FACTORY CELLS! 


I will add a few remarks about the relations between the party and trade unions. The 
Politburo recently published a document about this whose importance--I stress--has 
still not been sufficiently perceived. It is a reference document which forms part 
of the series of fundamental texts which we have elaborated in the last few years. 


As you have seen, this document reasserts the idea of the dependence [as published] 
of the trade unions and of respect for democratic rules by communist militants in 
those organizations; it reasserts our desire to continue to improve our relations 
with the trade unions and particularly the COT. 


At the same time the document rejects the unacceptable cl.iim which tends to consider 
that the progress of trade unionism involves a decrease in the trade union responsi- 
bilities entrusted to communists or the renunciation by communists of their own 
identity as soon as they become trade union militants, their renunciation of the 
development of BOTH their trade union activity AND their political activity. 


In reality, trade union activity and party activity are not opposed to one another. 

We have no intention of either challenging trade unions for the responsibilities which 
they assume in conducting pay claims or in any way limiting their intervention in 

the political sphere if they deem that useful. At the same time, the party assumes 
its own role, in which no other organization can replace it. 
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Trade unionists who desire political and social change can only take the view that 
the party amplifies and continues trade union activity. We attach the greatest value 
to this mutual enrichment which results from the participation in the party's life 
and activity of communists who exercise trade union responsibilities. 


The same developments which strengthen the working class! historical function lead to 
an increase in the number of intellectuals and to a transformation in their composition, 
role and situation. These two phenomena have their origin in the selfsame social trend. 


Of course, the developments in question include many contradictions. Our present society 
is still a very long way from a complete convergence between manual work and intellectual 
work. This gap cannot be narrowed by decree in the advance toward socialism itself. 


The contradictions are multiplied and exacerbated by capitalist production relations 

and thecrisis. Capital cannot help developing research departments, education or social 
services. But at the same time, because of the necessities of overaccumulation, capital 
cannot avoid limiting spending on research, education, health and culture as far as 
possible. Hence the great number of underpaid intellectuals who are in a precarious 
position or who are even unemployed. Hence the deterioration in the working and 

living conditions of many of them. Hence also the profound inequalities separating 
them according to category and within each category. This represents a diverse range 
of situations and of ways of dealing with them which we must study in depth. 


The rightwing forces and social democracy take advantage of all the contradictions 
and divisions which complicate the alliance with the working class. The counteroffensive 
launched by crisis-hit imperialism takes them as particular targets and stakes. 


However, the current situation shows the dangers of this attempt and also shows that 
intellectuals do not inevitably have to choose the right or social democracy. Their 
present and future interests, the national interest and the interest of the whole 
historical movement make it one of the most crucial tasks to create the right condi- 
tions for a new offensive aimed at winning over the mass of intellectuals to the 
democratic fight and winning over tens of thousands of them to the party itself. It 
is a strategic question. 


The solution of the question requires that we should study criticisms, correct mis- 
takes and make good the shortcomings in our activity. That was the purpose of the 
meeting which the Politburo had with 400 Communist intellectuals in Vitry on 9 and 
10 December and of the departmental meetings which continued that initiative. 


At the end of the Vitry meeting I indicated in particular: "I HOPE THAT POSITIONS 
WILL NOT REMAIN FIXED ON EITHER SIDE BUT THAT THE DEBATE WILL TAKE ITS TRUE DIRECTION, 
IN OTHER WORDS THAT BOTH SIDES WILL TAKE ACCOUNT OF THE OPINIONS EXPRESSED. IN 

OTHER WORDS, I HOPE THAT THESE OPINIONS WILL BE CONSIDERED SO THAT PROGRESS CAN BE 
MADE, " 
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"THE POLITBURO HAS MADE PROMISES ON BEHALF OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE; THE PROMISES 
WILL BE KEPT, ALTHOUGH THE WORK CANNOT BE DOWE IN A DAY AND CAN ONLY BE DONE WITH 
YOUR COOPERATION, 


"IF ANY COMRADE IN THIS ROOM DOUBTED THAT WE WANT TO APPLY THE 22D CONGRESS LINE, I 
THINK THAT THIS MEETING HAS BEFA ENOUGH TO CONVINCE HIM THAT HE IS WRONG.” 


I renew these promises here, and I would like to repeat that the Central Committee 
which we are going to elect must devote a carefully prepared special session to the 
intellectuals! problems. 


I propose that the 23d congress adopt these decisions. 


After the Vitry meeting some of the participants seemed worried about the existence 
of meetings for Communist intellectuals alone and about working separately with then. 
I would like to say quite categorically that this worry is unjustified. There are 

not several types of Communists. The relationship between workers and intellectuals 
is not presented in terms of an alliance within the party. Party wnity is wiity among 
all party members on the basis of fundamental objectives which they define together 
and for which they fight together. Communist workers, peasants, white-collar workers 
and intellectuals form the vanguard together. 


However, unity does not mean uniformity. The party is not a monolithic bloc in which 
each man and woman has to abandon his or her personality before joining. Quite the 
reverse; the party is particularly suited to playing its vanguard role since it is 
enriched by the contribution of diverse experiences and knowledge. 


What a destructive view of intellectuals and what an impoverished idea of the mrty 
we would have if we were to force them--and one wonders how we could do so--after 
joining to disregard the various elements of knowledge and culture they have had the 
good fortune to acquire and the specific ties they maintain with various aspects of 
social life. What a ridiculous gift that would give the reactionaries who claim 
that it is impossible to be both an intellectual and a Commmist! 


Our party--the working class party--now includes more than 70,000 men and women engaged 
in all sorts of intellectual professions. What we must do is to improve the wrk being 
done by all these comrades, and that implies a major effort by the whole party and 

its leadership bodies. 


This effort is particularly necessary since big capital and the forces connected with 
it are waging a veritable ideological war in FPrance and at the international level. 


The bourgeoisie and social democracy stimulate the negative phenomena which arise 
spontaneously from the crisis. They encourage egotistical withdrawal and escapism. 
They want to throw our people into despair. They want human beings without future 
prospects, who believe in nothing and see no reason for struggling. 
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On a more general plane, it is the very idea of progress that is the object of fierce 
struggle. At every major step along the path to human liberation, this idea has always 
been the object and stake of a struggle between the classes that existed, because it is 
progress in every field that sparks off and justifies major revolutions. Therefore it 
is not surprising that this battle is spreading again today, at a time when the revo- 
lution in question is the socialist revolution. 


Por example, you have to close your eyes not to see under what conditions and to whet 
end radio, television, the press and publishers launched the so-called "new philosophers" 
Guring the election battle based on the joint progran. 


The central idea of the "new philosophy"is that no revolution is possible or desirable, 
that it is impossible to believe in or hope for anything, that humanity is doomed to 
failure and humiliation. These authors talk of the "DEATH OF MYTHS". According to then 
science is "DEAD", Marx is "DEAD", socialism is "DEAD" and not just in the countries in 
which it already exists but as a concrete possibility and hope for any country. 

Now, if socialism is a myth to be abandoned, what alternative do the peoples have but 
to accept capitalism? 


Our working class, our people and our young people need hopes, prospects and an ideal. 
That is what we offer then. 


We offer not an abstract hope but a goal and a path based on an analysis of reality 
and hence realizable, which the 22¢ congress defined for France and which the draft 
resolution confirms and explains. 


This draft resolution shows the need to reject any schematism, any simplifying dozg- 
matism and any illusory imagery with regard to socialism--the socialism which exists 
and the socialism we want for our country. Our evaluation of socialism's real 

record in the world rules out utopianism. And the hope which we want to inject into 
the FPrench situation can only be produced by a complex struggle. However, nothing 
can make us abandon this hope or utopia in the sense of an anticipating needed to dis- 
cover the meaning of events and to shed light on the action of the nasses. We do not 
believe that the absurdity of a system in which growth produces poverty and profit 
presupposes unemployment proves that the whole of society is necessarily absurd. We 
do mot believe that the problems of establishing socialism indicate the inescapable 
impossibility of socialism. We are fighting to change French society on the basis of 
all the gains and experience accwmilated since the October Revolution. It is a 
complex, difficult and long process involving risks of mistakes, and we have made 
mistakes on some occasions. However, the choice is between this struggle and the 
real despair inherent in capitalism. That is the meaning of the draft resolution title: 
"THE FUTURE STARTS NOW," 


It is in this spirit that we are calling on intellectuals and on all workers to 
struggle together not only for their legitimate professional, economic and social 
interests--which are, of course, essential objectives--but also to win democratic 
rights, to defend science, human values and culture, 


Indeed, we oppose the forces which are trying to disorient and confuse human beings. 
Our fight for freedom and our fight for morality sre indissolubly linked. Just as 
we believe it is wrong to think that the freedom won in the course of history is 
essentially bourgeois, so we regard the moral values which are essential to a higher 
civilization as social gains. 
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Paced with capitalism which is trampling on these freedoms and values, we are struggling 
to uphold them, enrich them and add new freedoms and values necessary to our time. 

We who have long experience in the capitalist jungle, we who, with the French people, 
are experiencing the crisis of this decadent system, are mot proposing an amoral society. 
We want a more just, secure, free and fraterm.1 society--a modern humanisz. 


That is why we are fighting for culture--ov, national culture which contains vast possi- 
bilities; regional cultures whose wealth can be revived and cultural exchanges with 

all the peoples of the world and the resulting mutual enrichment. Our view is the 
opposite of the standardization and monotony in the Americanized and Germanized bloc 

of a “European” culture based on an imperialist monopoly of al] the major media channels 
and ata processing. This fight for independence is now an essential dimension of the 
fight for freedom of creation and expression. 


Who can fail to see that these major issues are by no means the exclusive concern of 
intellectuals but concern all our people? That is why we call on French intellectuals 
not to give way to those who destroy hope. We call on them to struggle. 


I would like to add here that we also address our call for action to the French men 
and women who have different ideas and beliefs, but similar reasons to act against 
injustice, inequality, oppression, hatred and violence--the Christians, for instance. 


As we said in Lyons, we are in favor of developing contacts, relations and a dialog 
with believers. At the same time, we believe that we wuld have a great deal to gain-- 
on both sides--from joint actions: Not only a better mutual acquaintance, which is by 
no means unimportant, but also the effective attainment of objectives to which both 

we and the Christians are particularly attached. 


Without hiding from ourselves either the obstacles to such a rapprochement or the move- 
ments taking place within the Christian world, as far as we are concerned we are deter- 
mined to resolutely puruse our efforts in this direction. 


The draft amendments to the rules indicate in the new introduction that our party is 
the wome.'s liberation party. 


Women's advance toward liberation is a phenomenon of unprecedented breadth and 
quality. It is not restricted to France or Europe but is of a worldwide character, 
in very different conditions, forms and degrees. 


In the capitalist countries the demands expressed in women's struggles are challenging 
production relations. But they also represent aspirations concerning personal and 
family life, the rights of the individual, relations among human beings and the quest 
for new values, They do not simply amount to the demand for women's equality with men 
but are aimed at the elimination of the present distortions and alienation affecting 
both men and women. In this way they are making an original and powerful contribution 
to the fight for a more humane civilization. 








The Communist Party is helping to 

they hold. In recent years we have made a 

breadth to this struggle in all the fields in which it must be waged, including 
sphere of people's mentality. 


This explains why our party has tripled its female membership since 1966 and why 
women account for 35.7 percent of its members, as against 25.7 in 1966. In 1979 
there are 250,000 communist women--this is a major and extremely gratifying advance. 


In order to wage this struggle properly, our party must not close its eyes to the con- 
plexity of the contradictions in women's struggles. In this field, as in every other 
field, lucidity is the precondition of progress. A great effort of clarification is 
needed, This is a task which falls to our party as a whole. 


The basic issue of the future of society, the transition to a more exalted and eman- 
cipating society is the abolition of exploitation and thus the class issue. But in the 
capitalist society class oppression perpetuates and accentuates in specific forms the 
millenial oppression of women. The idea that this oppression must cease has become a 
mass idea. Women's liberation must go hand in hand with the democratic reforms in the 
direction of socialism and must not be left until later. All democratic battles, of 
various natures and significance, must be waged as of now, 


Therefore, within the party we must absord this idea and draw from it all the conclu- 
sions relevant to ourselves. One of these conclusions, mentioned by several comrades 
in the discussion platform, is the need for our organizations and leadership bodies 
to continue the effort begun to adapt the party's life more and more so that women-- 
and not only those without children or no longer looking after children--can play 
their role in the party's activities as a wwole, at all levels. 


Our party has, so to speak, a natural vocation to be the party of youth. 


The battle we are waging for a new kind of society, for a socialism in freedon, 
corresponds to the questions, the desire for change and the revolutionary aspirations 
of a large number of young people. Some 83,000 of them under 25 years old belong to 
our perty--about 11.8 percent of our membership. More than 100,000 young people 
belong to the Communist youth movement, whose development and activity are the sub- 
ject of our continuous attention. 


In recent years our eudience among young people has taken on a new Gimension with the 
advance, among young people. of a powerful movement condemning the old capitalist 
society in a state of crisis and of broader, mre diversified and more combative 
participation in the people's struggles. Opinion polls show that young people between 
18 and 25 now represent over 16 percent of our party's voters. Some 42 percent of young 
male workers and almost 40 percent of young female workers vote for it. We are there- 
fore the foremost party among young people. 


However, these results must not hide from us the fact that we are still a4 long way, 
a very long way from what is possible and necessary in the young working class and 
among young white-collar workers, high school and college students and young people 
in rural areas. 
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By taking an increasingly more important place in the social and political struggles, 
young people have--especially in the latest period--become the stakes in « violent 
political and ideological struggle. Wow, nothing would be more false than to 
believe that young people sre sutomatically immume to reactionary ideas and class 
cooperation and automatically prepared to join the revolutionary struggle. 


In this commection, « more accurate analysis must be made of the crisis effecting 
young people, whoo are grappling particularly hard with the contradictions in con- 
temporary society and among whom can be found both progressive phenomena and 
phenomena of resistance or regression which I have mentioned, 


Young people are among the first victims of the crisis. They feel its effects 
especially keenly because they are the most vulnerable to difficulties and the most 
sensitive to the gulf between their situation and the potential of the country and 

our era. They come to wonder about the meaning of the studies wiich they pursue and the 
work which they do and the meaning of their lives. Many of them conclude that it is 
necessary to change their studies and work and to change their lives--that is, society. 
They want to act, to make their voice heard and to participate in social, cultural 

and political life, sometimes sooner than used to be the case. Others, more vulnerable 
to the influence of a crisis-hit educational system, the lack of jobs and the constant, 
bludgeoning ideological warfare, give in to the pressure. They take refuge in conm- 
Plaisance and passivity or lapse into delinguency and stupid and unjust violence. 
Without overdramatizing the situation, the new scale assumed by this behavior cannot 
leave us indifferent. When a whole section of the younger generation is living in 
profound distress, it is good for neither young people, nor the people's movement 

nor the future of the country. 


It is a new situation rich in potential but also fraught with dangers. It affects 
the country's very future and requires from the wale party new efforts for study, 
thought and action. We will certainly have to devote special attention to this 
issue in the coming months. 


But in the meantime Communists will insure that they are in closer touch with young 
people, more aware of their difficulties and more resolute in supporting their 
struggles regarding, in particular, the right to work, e@ucation, living conditions 
and the quality of life, leisure, sport, culture and democratic rights. They will 
firmly combat all the adverse effects of the crisis among young people by stressing that 
the revolutionaries! attitude is not to give up or let events take their course, but 
to struggle te change society. They will seek to show young people that the struggle 
for these changes, for socialism, is not deferred until some later time but that it 
is right now, in every day struggles, that the conditions are created for these 
changes. With our party and the Communist youth movement, which we must help to 
further expand its influenc«- and to impreve its activity, it is in this struggle 

that young people can find the answer, as the draft resolution stresses, "0 THEIR 
ASPIRATIONS, TO THEIR QUEST FOR CERTAINTIES AND SECURITY, NEW VIEWS AND DIALOG AND THE 
IDEAL." 





A Mass Party, A Revolutionary Party 


I have already alluded to the Graft amendments to the rules. I would like to detail 
some aspects of then. 


We accept--and this is an important aspect of our strategy--all the implicetions of 

Plurslism. It is precisely this wiich prompts us not to identify our party's life as 
the harbinger of the Gemocratic and self-managing socialist society which we want in 
Prance. Pluralism assumes « fundamental distinction between parties and the state and 
between parties and society. If the Communist Party claimed to foreshadow today the 
society of tomorrow, it would wat « single-party system. Indeed, whet is the point 

of pluralism of parties if the Jommunist Party Guplicates within itself the various 

currents which exist in society’ 


This problem brings us back to the need for the revolutionary party and its organizing 
principle--democratic centralism. Pactions or attempts to create factions, rejection 
of the role of the elected leaders and officials at every level and the ridiculous 
refusal to permit workers to become full-time party officials could only divide and 
weaken our party and paralyze its Gemocratic life and effectiveness. If we pursued 
all the implications of certain suggestions we would actually end up attempting to 
create socialism with « single social democratic party, wiich is--is there any need 
to labor the point?--totally contradictory and totally impossible. 


The existence of factions wuld favor the impoverishment of personal thinking, the 
development of internal disputes and the substitution of the interests of “leaders” 
and groups and fectional discipline for free discussion by 411 members of 411 problems 
in order to achieve unity of action by the party in following a correct line. ‘The only 
thing for each member to do then would be to fall in behind this bamer or that banner 
without knowing whet his party's policy would ultimately be, because it would be the 
deals between “leaders” behind the scenes at congresses wiich would decide. Such « 
lack of Gemocracy sccords nicely with the nature and objectives of a social democratic 
party. The PS Mets Congress has just provided new proof of that. 


But it has nothing to a with revolutionary practice; It would deprive our party of 
its ability to play ite vanguard role. 


What is actually the essential thing is to enable 411 Oommunists to participate 
effectively in the party's life, to sect and to offer their viewpoint, particularily 

at the crucial moments of collective consideration, Gebate and decision. Contrary to 
the caricature of it which is often presented, Gemocratic centralisn is the opposite 
of slavish obedience [suivisme) and manipulation of the lead by the leaders. 


The rules have not been changed since 1964, except in points of detail, and they bear 
the mark of a bygone state of our political thinking end prectice and so are superseded 
in many respects. You will have noticed that many of the proposed changes sanction or 
generalize practices which have become usual in our party. The Graft also includes 
clarifications and innovations. 


Some comrades Gescribe the life of the party as though) they were talking sbout « huce 
@iacier which hed been immobile for decades, or the apocalypse. 
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We are not surprised when our opponents atteck us in this way, even when they know 
perfectly well that they are slandering us. It is widerstandable that French people 
wo know us only by hearsay could get a false idea of ow internal life. But it 
seems to me absolutely mispleced and in any case unjustifiable for members of our 
party--sometimes very long-standing members--to propound the same ideas. 


Por years we have developed debate and information at every level of the party. How 
many questions have been debated in the last year. We said right at the outset that 
there would be no sanctions or expulsions. And indeed, there have been none. What we 
wanted, launched and developed is an in-depth, intense political debate without con- 
cessions--a firm political debate, but a political debate and nothing else. 


With a view to insuring a new development of our party's democratic life, the draft 
amendments to the rules particularly stress the role of and means of providing broad 
political and theoretical information for 211 Communists. This is an important probles, 
bearing in mind the increase in the mumber of members as well as their desire for real 
participation in the elaboration of policy. While the discussion forums provided for 
by the rules are useful, they nevertheless have limitations which everyone has been 
ale to see--despite unprecedented efforts--@uring the preparation for the congress. 
That is why it is important to be concerned to develop information and discussion 
within the party organizations. 


L'HUMANITE, which was founded by Jaures exactly 75 years ago, is the everyday medium 
for providing information, exchanging experiences and circulating ideas in the party. 
It is the Vearer of our whole policy and always supports ow struggles. Along with 
all our press and all our other means of expression and propaganda, it will endeavor 
to improve its capacity to convey the party's policy in lively fashion while taking 
inte account real concerns and combining a spirit of enrichment with a spirit of rigor. 


We are determines to carry through this effort to Smprove our democratic life. 
It is of the utmost importance to strengthen our party's organization. 


We have made considerable efforts to Gd so since our last congress, and at the end of 
1978 our party had 702,000 members and 28,000 cells, of which more than 10,000 were 

in enterprises. However, these figures still fall a long way short of the possibilities 
in this field. 


Tx Gemcratic path of socialism presupposes and indeed urges our party to become mre 
than ever a mass party in order to play its vanguard role. In view of present condi- 
tions and our strategy we undoubtedly need a revolutionary party, but a revolutionary 
party which is also a mass party. This is possible provided we make the necessary 
effort in organization and training. 


The class struggle is growing more fierce everywhere, and so is the ideological battle. 
We must increase our hold everywhere, and the mumber of Communists must be increased 
everywhere so that we can stand fir. * ‘nd, struggle, convince and rally support. 
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We can succeed because at the same time the crisis and its consequences are prod@ucing 
real combativeness and « real desire for change among the various categories of workers, 
especially in their places of work. MHundéreds of thousands of men and women are now 
potential party members. We can and must achieve 1 million members in the coming years. 


If we are to & that, our organizations must boldly approech these men, wouen and 
young people and show them the value of joining our party and taking part in drewing 
up, Gebating and implementing our policy. We have nothing to lose, indeed we have 
everything to gain from resolutely strengthening our organization and from the con- 
tribution of so many devoted and intelligent people. 


Prom this viewpoint, despite the picture which the major media channels paint of us, 
the party's Graft rules clearly specify the conditions for joining the PCF. Pro- 
spective members need not abandon their individuality or possess some kind of special 
qualities attributed to superior beings. Wo, to become a communist you simply have 
to want to struggle to change society to establish « new, more just and humane society. 


In short, we are determined to do all we can to insure that the PCF is the great people's 
revolutionary, demcratic, open and imaginative party which the “working class and 
people of our country need--the party of socialism for France. 


These, Comrades, are the main ideas which have emerged from the debate which has just 
taken place within our party and from our own thoughts, which it was my tesk to report 
to you at the beginning of our congress. 


Everything which I have said shows that, in the face of the problems besetting our 
people and our country in all fields, our party is carefully making « creative and 
lucid analysis of the situation and proposing « serious, constructive and reforming 
policy. This party has a firm base among our people. Ii is close to people and 
their concerns, present and active in all popular struggles, attentive to anything 
which is new and any developmets and inspired by « resolutely conquering and offen- 
sive approach. Yes, the PCF is in’eed our people's great revolutionary party. It is 
the great force of social and national reform in our country. 


During the past 5 months the 700,000 Communists have been involved in « major process 
of considering, discussing and collectively drawing up our party's policy. I am con- 
vinced that our 234 Congress will enrich this process even more. It will provide an 
opportunity to give our party new means of helping to build the united people's mve- 
ment which is vitel for opening up « positive way out of the crisis by means of 
struggles for social progress, full employment, freedom and national independence. 

It will make our party better able to face ite historical responsibilty: ‘1 help 
our people progress toward socialism--a socialism for France--by Gemocratic means. 
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GREMETZ WELCOMES FOREIGN DELEGATES TO CONGRESS 
LD171255 Paris L'HUMANITE in French 10 May 79 p 1l LD 


(Unattributed report on PCF Politburo meuber Maxime Gremetz 9 May speech at PCF Congress 
in Saint-Ouen: "Maxime Gremetz Conveys Fraternal Greetings to Foreign Delegates"-- 
capitalized passages originally published in italics] 


[Text] Yesterday afternoon Politburo member Maxime Gremetz greeted “WITH EMOTION AND 
Joy" the representatives of 88 commmist parties and mational and democratic movements 
from five continents. "YOUR PRESENCE HERE WITH US IN SUCH LARGE WUMBERS MAKES OUR 
CONGRESS A GREAT DEMONSTRATION OF INTE ““TIONALIST SOLIDARITY’ Maxime Gremetz declared, 
stressing the deep devotion of French communists and working people to “THE EXISTENCE 
OF STRONG LINKS OF PRIENDSHIP FORGED BETWEEN OUR PARTIES AND OUR PEOPLES BY COMMON 
STRUGGLES," Maxime Gremetz went on to declare, in particular: 


"The three components of the revolutionary movement are widely represented at our 
congress. 


"Prom this rostrum I want to greet the parties and the peoples of the socialist countries 
which, from the USSR to Cuba and Yugoslavia to Vietnam, are building and developing in 

a great diversity of forms a new society free from exploitation, a more just and Ntmane 
society: The socialist »».ciety. Their existence and role in the international arena 

ane growing and are an irr.claceable strong point in the struggle for peace, disarmament, 


cooperatio:. independence ano socialism. 


"I also want to greet our comrades from the communist parties of capitalist countries 
in Europe and elsewhere who, like us, are struggling in the very bosom of imperialisa 
for social progress, democracy and socialism. Their presence? among us in a good 
illustration of the upsurge of worker and democratic struggl*s in those countries-- 
struggles which are shaking the old world of crisis--hit capitalism from Italy to 
Japan. 


"Po rally, I greet among us the representatives of the parties and peoples of countriss 
which testify to the advance of the national liberation movement. The struggle for 
political and economic independence and the battle to establish a new international order 
are of great importance today for the development of the social and national liceration 
of the peOples. Moreover, several countries such as Algeria and Angola are establishing 
socialist production relations under complex national conditions and in an original 
fashion. 


" ..Because however different our conditions of struggle in our respective countries 
are and however numerous and diverse the solutions which we are all offering our peoples 
are, we know that we have the same common enemy: Imperialism. We are also fighting 
for the same cause--that of social progress, democracy, national independence and 
socialism. 


"..eIn our modern world every working person and every communist is increasingly inclined 
each day to assess the international dimension of his struggle. Each struggle that is 
waged and each suceess that is won by the working people and the people of a country 
against the system of capitalist oppression and exploitation is a precious contribution 
to the international battle of the working class." 
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With regard to the policy of the Giscard goverment, Maxime Gremetz pointed out: “FACED 
WITH THIS POLICY WE ARE MAKING OUR CONTRIBUTION TO MANKIND'S LIBERATION STRUGGLE BY AD- 
VANCING ALONG THE DEMOCRATIC PATH TO SOCIALISM IN OUR COUNTRY AND BUILDING RIGHT NOW THE 
CONDITIONS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISM IN THE COLORS OF FRANCE, AT THE SAME TIME--AND THE 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE REPORT DELIVERED BY GEORGES MARCHAIS DEMONSTRATED THIS WITH PORCE AND 
CLARITY THIS MORNING--WE PAY THE GREATEST ATTENTION TO THE STRUGGLE TO SOLVE THE MAJCR 


"THE BATTLE WHICH WE ARE FIGHTING FOR PEACE, DISARMAMENT, OUR COUNTRY'S INDEPENDENCE 
AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A WEW INTERNATIONAL ORDER ALSO LEADS US TO DISPLAY CLOSE SOLI- 
DARITY WITH ALL FORCES WORKING TOWARD THESE OBJECTIVES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD," 


Then he continued with the assurance that “EVER SINCE ITS FOUNDATION THE PCF HAS MADE 
INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY A PERMANENT DAILY PACTOR IN ITS STRUGGLE AND ITS POLICY, I 
WANT TO RESTATE HERE: THIS FINE TRADITION OF SOLIDARITY WITH ALL WHO STRUGGLE AGAINST 


".eeWE PROCLAIM TO YOU ONCE AGAIN OUR WISH TO CONTINUE AND ENRICH OUR CONTACTS, PARTICU- 
LARLY BY FINDING FORMS OF RELATIONS WHICH ARE INCREASINGLY WELL ADAPTED TO THE REALITIES 
OF OUR ERA IN ORDER TO STRENGTHEN OUR LINKS OF PRIENDSHIP, COOPERATION AND ACTION FOR 

0 7 


PCF's FITERMAN REPORTS TO CONGRESS ON DRAFT RESOLUTION 
LD181221 Paris L'HUMANITE in French 14 May 79 pp 8-9 LD 


{Pull Text of 234 PCF Congress Resolution Ca. \ttee report presented by PCF Central Com- 
mittee Secretary Charles Fiterman: "Democracy on Record" ] 


{Excerpt] As you can see the committee has accepted and is submitting to you a large 
mumber of amendments which add to, explain and enrich our draft [resolution]. In this 
commection I will limit myself to stressing the importance of our four general political 
concerns which these proposals cover, 


Pirst, we have recently been witnessing new developments in Giscardian policy. The objec- 
tive is clear: Big capital is trying to bend ?rance to its needs and preserve its domin- 
ation, privileges and profits in the crisis. Members of the goverment and big employers 
are using various means in many fields to this end and the people's forces should assess 
the scope of these means in order to make the necessary response, or it is often living 
conditions and hard-won rights obtained by years and years of struggle which come under 
threat or are called into question; these are new attempts being developed with a view to 
leading the workers into submission and class collaboration. 


This is true of the employment situation where the employers and the government are unable 
te eliminate unemployment and are therefore trying te rid themselves of the unemployed by 
turning them into passive peoples resigned to their fate. It is true of the public ser- 
vices, the structure, character and efficiency of which are being endangered by an over- 
all attack which draws inspiration from the other side of the Rhine in Helmut Schmidt's 
PRG, 


It is true of education which is in the throes of a serious crisis and which the goverrment 
is trying to subject still further to the employers' demands by taking measures which are 
now producing really regressive phenomena in this vital field for the country's future, 
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It is true of subsidized housing which is threatened with liquidation pure and simple. 

It is true of aspects of freedom against which the govermment has started what we rightly 
call a systematic restrictions operation using disturbing methods which lead us to wonder 
whether the interior minister is aiming at a place in the gallery of the most disastrous 
figures to have held this formidable post before hin. 


In response to the demand expressed by many federal conferendes we are proposing that 

the draft resolution explain and considerably strengthen the description of the Giscardian 
policy in these various fields, giving it the sense of an appeal for an extremely deter- 
mined and combative response to this policy. Along the same lines, our text stresses 

in several places the serious nature of the blows which the govermment's policy is dealing 
the national interest and the serious threats which this policy poses for the nation's 
future. However, we propose to add an amendment-- judicious in our view--to the document, 
Suggesting that one of the main targets of the ideological war being waged by the forces 
of capital is the idea of the nation. 


It is true to say that right-wingers and Social Democrats now fiercely attack the very 
idea that the nation might still have full reality and a future capacity in our times, 
and this attack shakes people's convictions at times. Let us stress once again, there- 
fore, that we are in total disagreement with those who are trying to sell the French 
nation down the river. Not that we underestimate the need for cooperation and inter- 
national solidarity; Georges Marchais' report showed that quite clearly. 


It is precisely a desire to make the original contribution which our country is capable 
of making toward establishing more ju:t, fraternal and extensive international relations 
which makes us reject this attempt to efface France, ami to merge it in a vast gone sub- 
ject to the preponderant influence of the most powerful countries, namely, the United 
States and the FRG. Let nobody try and cover this disastrous undertaking with the flag 
of internationalism, as the socialist leaders are doing, when it is really a case of 
trying to deprive the working class and the French people of the freedom to choose a 
socialist future by imposing on them the yoke of what would be nothing other than the 
international of capital. We want a free amd independent France capable of acting in and 
for a Europe of progress, democracy ami peace. 


The Fight for Self-Management 


Secom, the preparatory discussion for our congress has enabled communists to realize 
that the resolution which we are proposing to the crisis, the outlook which we have 
defined and explained--a socialism in which self-management would be a fundamental ele- 
ment--is in no way artificial or tactical. It is to make that still clearer and more 
explicit that it has been proposed to add the word self-managing to the subtitle "A 
Democratic Socialism." The committee has adopted this proposal. 


Moreover, as we have said, we do not regard self-management as a long-term objective 
which will be attained one fine day when all coméitions are right. NM, it is a way of 
social life and of organizing management which is also being built up amd will continue 
to be built by the daily struggle--a struggle against capital's domination aimed at 
seizing democratic gains. This struggle has already started. Everyday life imposes it. 
Por example, in enterprises in which the employers introduce new forms of exploitation 
and where communists intelligently launch an offensive in the field of workers' rights 
and powers over their own working conditions. 
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It is this approach which the committee is asking you to express in stronger terms in 
the draft resolution, including among the objectives of the struggle the creation of 
shop-floor councils wherever possible, That means not just in national enterprises, 

as we said before, but in all enterprises. That is a vital develogment of our activity 
which fits into our view of democratic progress toward socialism for France. 


A New Political Practice 


This brings me to the third political concern: This concerns our strategy of union. 
This strategy has been at the center of the party debate. The debate has enabled can- 
munists to deepen their thinking about the period of struggle which we have experienced 
since 1972. It has made it possible to verify the continuity of the party's line and 
the extent of its efforts to insure that the joint program triumphed, thereby confirna- 
ing that we bear noresponsibility for the breakdown of the union and the left's failure 
in 1978. It has clarified the partly new conditions in which the Socialist Party-- 
using as a prop the complex and contradictory phenomena linked with the crisis--was 
able to limit the upsurge of the people's movement and to preverit it from winning. 


While they approved the section of the draft resolution devoted to the joint program 
experience, a large mumber of federal conferences expressed the wish that the text should 
highlight all these ideas still more effectively. The committee has endeavored to meet 

this wish by making some improvements to this passage, But above all, communists’ 
collective thinking has confirmed the correctness of the new conclusions aimed at deep- 
ening our strategy--conclusions which the draft resolution proposed and which the report 

to the congress has fully amplified and clarified. It is crucial to make these conclusions 
the asset of the whole party, 


It is in this spirit that the committee suggests that you retain a whole series of 
amendments relating to the primary conclusion of our analysis: The priority given to 
the grassroots union, the union in action of the working people and people's masses then- 
selves. 


Pirst of all, this priority had to be featured explicitly in the text--something which 
we have done, Then important extensions had to be made to our objectives of struggle, 
incorporating, in particular, tl® new problems and aspirations which are developing during 
the crisis in connection with the development of the people's struggles. This applies 
as much to the improvement of the conditions and content of work--particularly for semi- 
skilled workers--as to the reduction of working hours, the right to housing, the strug- 
gle for education--to which we devote a new paragraph--the satisfaction of the demands 
of old people who do not want today to be relegated to the fringes of social life, and 
questions affecting children. This rela*es to the struggle for the country's economic 
development and energy problems, including nuclear energy, regarding which we think that 
our general positions in principle should simply be recalled within the framework of the 
Gooument, This relates to existing freedoms or those yet to be won--freedoms whose 
importance we stress by referring to our statement "to live free," 


That list is no mere formality. It has an essential political dimension. It is a 
question of calling on the entire party and all communists to take charge more broadly 
and boldly than ever of all the most diverse demands and aspirations of the working 
people and the Prench men and women who are looking to the future, to be present on 
every battlefield, to resort to the most varied, imaginative and effective forms of 
action while knowing how to utilize every result that is achieved and thus to tighten 
their links with people. 
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It is by this move that we will succeed in resolving the difficult problems of the 
Union of the Left which we are by no means abandoning, The wiion which is built 

step by step in this way will necessarily incorporate many currents of thought, opinion, 
behalf and philosophy. Im this spirit and committee proposes that the amendment of a 
federal conference pointing out the necessity of continuing the effort to overcome 
certain anticlerical survivals which are still retarding the implementation of our 
concept of relations between Christians and communists be approved, 


China, Nonalinement, Disarmament 


In general it is a still more open, more pugnacious and more persuasive political 
practice which must be promoted, That is above all the lesson of experience and the 
road for the future, So much the worse for those who are dreaming about us retiring 
into our shell, We are looking ahead, We want to be; we must be on the offensive, 


Fourth, our committee considered our party's international policy and in particular 
three aspects of it which various federal conferences suggested should be mentioned 
more prominently in the resolution, 


In comnection with the conflict which developed on the Sino-Vietnamese border, our 
attitude toward China is naturally in the forefront among these aspects, The committee 
is proposing to you an amendment which briefly recalls our stance on this conflict 

in the spirit of Georges Marchais' speech at the Mutualite [hall] last March, We do 
this while adopting the line of the opening report of our congress which you have just 
adopted; that is, without camouflaging the serious differences of opinion which we 
have with the CCP but remaining prepared for any improvement of our relations and for 
any stance which is in conformity with the common interests of our two peoples and 
with the interests of all peoples, Everyone can judge the importance and positive 
repercussions which such a development would entail, We want to leave no stone 
unturned in this direction, The committee has formulated two other proposals relating 
to similar concerns, 


First, there is the question of indicating more clearly our interest in the nonalined 
movement and at the same time in the struggle for a new world economic and political 
order which will establish broader, more just and more egalitarian international 
relations and which will respect nations, sovereignty and the desire of each one of 
them to insure its own development, This should be a major orientation for France, 

a policy which accords with its traditions, means and vocation, 


Then there is the question of incresting the length of the passage which we devote to 
our struggle for disarmament, AS mach as we express satisfaction with the results 
achieved in the sphere of detente and peaceful coexistence, we must no underestimate 

the dangers created for mankind by this enormous stockpile of armaments whose complexity 
and capacity to kill and “overkill” increase constantly, We must assess the hindrances 
which this colossal waste of resources imposes on social progress and the obstacles 
which it places in the way of the solution of serious world problems, starting with 

that of hunger, The point of the proposal which is submitted to you is to create the 
conditions for an upsurge of our people's struggle in this sphere, 


The Party of the 22d Congress 
Pinally, one last remark about a point on which there is no proposed amendment from the 


federal conferences but which has prompted individual comments: The expression "the 
party of the 22d congress," 
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Some comrades have said that there should be no repetition of certain errors which cone 
sisted in providing a limited, circumstantial definition of the party which is liable to 
obscure the idea that our party is and has been since 1920 quite simply the Prench 
Communist Party. They are right. We have no intention of creating formulas for empty 
repetition. That is why we are proposing a slight modification of the text of the parae 
graph near the end of the draft resolution where this expression occurs. But at the same 
time, rejecting all formalism, we suggest to you that this expression be retained in the 
title of Chapter II, Point C. Why? 


The suppression of this title could make people think that we have less interest in our 22d 
Congress. We want to avoid that. Pursuing thinking of which the Champigny Manifesto was an 
early and important expression, at our 22d Congress we defined an original prospect and 
innovatory strategy. That is a historic, irreversible gain. That is a solid basis for 
headway. We abide by it and the objective which we assigned to our 23d Congress was not 
only to reaffirm this choice but also to provide the whole party, under the new situation 
which we are experiencing, with the means of advancing resolutely along this path and 
increasingly being the open and effective, realistic and bold, influential and fraternal 
party which manual and intellectual working people and the men and women of this country 
need to build a future which measures up to their hopes. 


That is precisely the general sense of the carefully amended draft resolution which has been 
submitted to you. That is why the committee suggests, comrades, that you adopt it. 
{rapporteur concludes] The amended draft resolution was adopted unanimously, the congress 
welcomed this vote enthusiastically. 


PCF'S LAURENT REPORTS ON AMENDMENTS TO PARTY RULES 
LD181121 Paris L'HUMANITE in French 14 May 79 p 7 LD 


([Unattributed report: “Adoption of New Party Rules"«<capitalized passages originally printed 
in italics") 


{Text] On Sunday morning Paul Laurent presented the Rules Commission report: 


With respect to the discussion of the draft which was submitted to all Communists and party 
organizations it is possible to make general observations which are identical to those made 
about the resolution yesterday evening, he noted first. 


That is possible for one very simple reason: The two documents are indissolubly linked by 
a common political approach. Moreover Georges Marchais’ report reflected this profound unity 
between the two documents by explaining and expanding on their content. 


The 224 Congress showed, in a special resolution, that the idea of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat which appears in the rules we are going to amend did not reflect the reality of 
the original democratic path which the PCP is proposing for our country, 


The 224 Congress called on the Central Committee to submit the necessary rule amendments 
to the 23d Congress. 


This has been done, but everybody has been able to see that the amendments proposed today 
have assumed a more important political dimension in relation to the detailed examination 
of the 224 Congress policy. That is natural. 
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Indeed any consideration of the party's activity and democratic life can only be carried 
out correctly in close conjunction with the party strategy and the way in which we en- 
visage democratic progress toward a French brand of socialisn. 


It is because this conunction and correspondence was seen as such that the draft rule 
amendments, like the resolution, were given broad approval in the cells, sections and 
federations. That does not mean that the draft did not give rise to a broad and often 
very lively discussion. Some 1,696 amendments to the draft were passed in the section 
conferences and 278 in the federal conferences. At the end of the federal conferences 
the draft was adopted by an overwhelming majority and out of 20,446 delegates, 77 voted 
against and 147 abstained. 


of the reasons which gave substance to the proposed amendments to the party rules, four 
were specially highlighted by the discussion. 


FIRST: It is now even clearer that if the real possibility of a democratic march toward 
socialism, and the establishment of a suffieiently strong and effective union of people's 
forces for reforming objectives is linked to the existence and action of a stronger and 
more effective Communist Party, THE PARTY ITSELF MUST BE GIVEN THE RIGHT CONDITIONS FOR 
PROGRESS IN ITS ORGANIZED FORCES, ITS INFLUENCE AND ITS MASS CHARACTER, 


From this viewpoint the writing of the new preamble to the rules has been viewed by Communists 
as an absolutely vital explanation for incorporating all the consequences of drawing up a 
French path to socialism in the definition of the party and its objectives. 


This is true of richer ideas on the national historic roots of the party's birth, the fact 
that it continues the great currents of revolutionary thought in our country and on the 
major stages of the struggle which have made the PCF the center around which the country’s 
most advanced forces have rallied. 


It is true of a more evolutionary and active view of the problems of scientific socialism 
which, while stressing the prime and essential contribution made by Marx and Engels and 
the considerable developments made by Lenin, had led to the abandonment of the Marxiste 
Leninist formula, That is not an attempt to belittle the vast role played by the great 
revolutionaries who layed down the foundations of our theory, but to stress its living, 
developing nature, as Georges Marchais® report did in a broad way. This theory is being 
enriched by the contributions made by scientific progress and social experience in all its 
aspects. 


SECOND: The proposed rule amendments are a clearer expression of our party's mass character. 


Membership conditions have been brought into line with the reality of our aims, For example, 
it is clearly stated that membership is not subject to any philosophical or religious cone 
dition, More emphasis is placed on the responsibilities of the cell and party organi- 
zations with respect to new members. Some 6 million men and women place their trust in our 
party in elections in the conditions of a fierce ideological and political battle, and 

that rules out any narrowmindedness whatsoever in the matter of recruitment, and a great 
deal still needs to be done in that connection. The party's march toward 1 million members 
requires constant bold action to strengthen the party, especially in enterprises. At the 
same time nothing could be more misguided than to think that the mere number of members 

was enough in itself. 


We must do everything in our power to facilitate full understanding of all problems by the 
members, to increase links with them and enable them to play their role as Communists in 
full. 
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THIRD: The preparations for the 23d Congress confirmed the full validity of democratic 
centralism as the party's internal way of life. From time to time some people, even 
Communists at times, try to counterpose pluralism and the democratic path to socialism to 
the reaffirmation of democratic centralism. Is there any need to recall that in our view, 
when there is no revolutionary party playing an effective role, there may be pluralism but 
pluralism engulfed in the capitalist reorganization of society. Without a democratic and 
effective revolutionary party there is no democratic and pluralist path to socialism. Now, 
democratic centralism is precisely the only way in which the party can be both democratic 
and effective because it is based on three great rules which have been tried by experience: 
democratic discussion, majority decision and application by all. 


The draft rule amendments give a more systematic and complete exposition of what democratic 
centralism implies in concrete terms on the dual level of internal democratic practice and 
the party’s unity in action: 


--By giving a broad explanation of the role and means of Communist political and theoretical 
information; 


--By explaining and improving the conditions for the broadest possible discussion in our 
ranks supplementing the working commissions but above all regarding the possibility of 
opening discussion forums outside congress periods; 


--By explaining the link between the party’s democracy and the role of each member, which 
has the advantage of not reducing the ban on factions and splinter groups to a question of 
efficiency but clearly shows that factions and splinter groups have the effect of utilizing 
the contribution of each Communist to the process of drawing up his party's policy. 


We have 700,000 members. We do not want factions or splinter groups because we need all 
Communists, their intelligence activity; we cannot do anything with 7 columns of 100,000 
slavish followers [suivisttes] passively lined up behind a particular leader. 


And because we attach great importance to the role of each Communist we also attach great 
importance to the democratic election of leadership bodies and their role as elements in the 
party's normal democratic functioning. 


In this respect those who propose to make any leadership decision precede the discussion of 
all the problems will of necessity eventually deny the role of these leadership bodies, 
make the party literally impotent and paralyse it. 


All these new and more complete explanations on democratic centralism touch on the FOURTH 
IDEA widely debated and approved during preparations for the 23d Congress, in other words 
the extension of the party's democratic life which makes the proposed rule amendments 
possible. 


And for obvious reasons, if we are firmly convinced that the question of democracy is central 
to economic, social and political life and if we make it the end and means of our strategy, 
the question also immediately arises in relation to the Communist Party itself. Even if 

we felt 20 years ago--and I think we were justified--that ours was then the most democratic 
party in Prance and even if that is still fundamentally true today, that does not prevent 
us from asking ourselves questions in connection with this development. And we should do 
so with the desire to make progress, as the congress report has so clearly shown, For 
example, the formation of a PCF national council is a response to a need for broad and rapid 
consultation in certain circumstances, It is also in this context that regional committees 
have been formed with a view to coping with new situations more efficiently. It is by way 
of example and among other proposals, important new dimensions in our leadership work 

{as published; end of sentence apparently drupped) 
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In all, as regards the party rules and the role which they can and should play in the 
correct development of party life and organization, it is the furtherance of the 224 
Congress’ innovating policy which has been included in the draft amendment before you which 
is aimed at giving more strength and cohesion to our revolutionary, democratic and mass 
concept of the party. 


I would now like to make some brief remarks on the proposed amendments to the draft 
amendment. 


After a detaile¢ examination of the 278 amendments to the draft rules adopted by the federal 
conference and the hundreds of amendments sent direct to the congress by comrades or sent by 
their cells and sections, the commission you elected proposes, as you can see from the docue 
ment you have been given, that you should adopt % alterations to the original text which 
reflect the ideas we considered to be constructive in 205 amendments sent by federal con- 
ferences or directly by party members. 


None of these amendments calls into question the general lines of the text proposed by the 
central committee but all are simply slight changes and necessary improvements which do not 
require any special comment to the congress. 


That is why I would like to iimit my consideration of the amendments question to three 
problems: 


FIRST, as you will have noted, we are proposing that draft Articles 18 and 19 should express 
more clearly the essential idea that the revolutionary party should be organized above all 
i.. the enterprisese-a decisive area for the class struggle and political battles. That is 
the line of approach observed in the draft as compared with the old rules. 


The Central Committee has suggested abandoning the wording which, in the rules article de« 
voted to the priority for organization in the enterprises, said that a member of a cell in 
an enterprise “should show an interest in and give any necessary help to the activities of 
his local or rural cell." Indeed this wording seems to indicate a dangerous hesitation to 
assert with the necessary clarity the priority for organization in enterprises. 


Not only did the draft suggest removing it but it stressed the duty of local cells to direct 
their action at the enterprises in their district. 


All that has been said about this problem since the beginning of the congress preparations 
and the discussion should have spared me a new explanation. However, one question remains. 
Certain sections and federations have expressed the desire to adhere to the old wording of 
the rules, in other words to maintain an ambiguity detrimental to the development of 
Communist activity in the enterprise. It is precisely because Communist work in enterprises 
is effective that this activity comes up against an increasing number of obstacles from the 
employers and the government. 


The very bitterness of the political, social and ideological struggle going on in the enter- 
prises bears witness to the decisive nature of our activity in places of work. The hesi- 
tation shown by the stances in our ranks shows that, despite some progress, we still have 

@ long way to go before achieving a clearer determination from all Communists on this probles, 
This is wat led our commission not only to reject the proposals aimed at changing nothing 
in the rules relating to this question but, on the contrary, to dot our i's, as the saying 
goes, in order to make things even clearer and better understood, if possible. 
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As Georges Marchais said when he opened the congress, a great deal remains to be done 
to increase our activity and our organized forces in enterprises and especially in big 
factories. In our view nothing which would cure our vital progress on this decisive 
front of the struggle should be left in the background. That is the purpose of the 
draft proposals and our commission’s new proposals. 


THE SECOND QUESTION I want to raise can be dealt with much more quickly. With regard to 
the discussion in sections and federations on the party congress preparatory documents, 
draft Article 32 indicated: “The Federal conference discusses and gives its verdict on 
the documents serving as a preparation for the party's national Congress." of course, 

the notion of discussion implied, as long practice has abundantly shown, the possibility 
of amending the documents proposed by the Central Committee. However, since this possi- 
bility of amending the texts rightly holds such an important place in preparing for our 
congresses, we thought that the most simple and essential thing to do was to include it in 
Articles 25 and 535 of our rules, That is what your commission has done and is asking you 
to approve. 


Pinally, I have been asked by the commission at the suggestion of the outgoing Central 
Committee to raise a question whieh the old rules did not mention and which we do not pro- 
pose to include in the new ones. Allow me to explain: Most delegates probably know that 
at present the party's Central Committee and Politburo include full members and candidate 
members, 


That distinction has, strictly speaking, no bearing on the concrete political practice of 
these two party bodies and that has long been the case. 


All members of the Politburo and Central Committee play exactly the same role whether they 
are full members or candidate members. Moreover that provision was not included in the 
rules. As this is probably a practice which is merely an outdated vestige of a former 
situation and which cannot be justified in the present situation, we suggest that not only 
should it not be included in the new rules but that we should at the same time decide that 
future central committees and politburos should abandon the practice of distinguishing 
between full and candidate members. 


Dear comrades, the vast majority of Communists have approved the vital adoptation of our 
rules to the needs of a party which basically meets the requirements of our poliey and our 
action. 


However, the vote which is going to be taken and which is of considerable importance will 
itself be an appeal. The new framework formed by the new party rules will need a PCF more 
and more in keeping with it. 

What does that mean’ 


Pirst, it means that we do not have enough members and that the vital and feasible march 
toward 1 million Communists must continue with our vigorous impetus. 


It means that the pride we feel to see 250,000 women in the party ranks should not hide the 
fact that there should be 400,000 women in the party when there are 1 million Communists. 


It means that the growing affirmation of the crucial role of party organization in enter- 
prises should be accompanied by a greater effort in big factories and major concentrations 
of wage earners and rapid attainment of the objective of 12,000 cells in enterprises. 
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It means that the inclusion in the rules of the formation by each cell of a committee 
for the distribution of L*HUMANITE should produce a significant increase in the place 
held by reading and distributing in each party orgmization. 


Comrades, the revised drafting of the party rules and the discussion which enabled it to be 
carried out mark an important point in the furtherance of our strategy of a democratic 
progress toward our own brand of socialisz. 


Our commission calls on the 234 Congress delegates to approve the new party rules. 
{rapporteur concludes] 


The new rules were then unanimously adopted with one abstention. 
G  MARCHAIS GIVES CLOSING SPEECH 
1D180831 Paris L*HUMANITE in French 14 May 79 p 12 ID 


[Apparent text of 135 May closing speech by PCF Secretary General Georges Marchails at 234 
PCF Congress in Saint-Ouen: “Long Live the 224 and 234 Congresses. Georges Marchais* 
closing speech"«~capitalized passages originally published in italics] 


(Text) Comrades, here we are at the end of our 234 congress. 


What things were predicted before the congress by those who wish us ill! They said: It 
will be a congress of hardening attitudes, it has been an innovative, creative congress. 
They said: It will be a congress of freezing [regal] and withdrawal into our shell; it has 
been an open and militant congress. They said: It will be a conformist, strait jacketed 
congress; it has been a democratic congress prepared by 4 democratic debate. 


In short, it has been 4 congress in the image of our PCP, a democratic and revolutionary 
party which serves the people of France, 


Pirst of all I want, on behalf of you all, to thank once again the 88 communist parties and 
national and democratic movements from the 5 continents which have honored us and demone 
strated their friendship by attending our proceedings. The day before yesterday in 21 
Prench cities these delegations met militants of our party at gatherings which were warn 
demonstrations of internationalist solidarity. I would like once again to assure them here 
of our desire to develop our active solidarity with all forees throughout the world which, 
in their very different circumstances, are struggling against imperialism and for social 
progress, independence, peace, disarmament, freedom and socialisn. 


Comrades, our congress had to answer 4@ crucial question, a question which millions and 
millions of French women and men are asking themselves: How are the difficulties which 
we are experiencing today to be solved’ After the experience which we have been through, 
how are we to advance toward 4 real way out of the situation in which our country finds 
itself? 


Por 5 months the 700,000 Communists debated this question frankly, intensively and in 
depth. Our congress has continued this debate. And it has made its decisions. 


The 234 Congress® answer to the historic question which was put to it is clear: I? Ha 
DECIDED TO ADVANCE ALONG THE PATH OPENED UP BY THE 22D CONGRESS, THE PATH OF THE DEMOURATIC 
ADVANCE TO SOCIALISM, 
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of course, we do not say that the peth which we are choosing is easy. We know that the 

way is difficult and that no one has traveled it before us. But nothinge-mo, nothing-- 

will prompt us to turn from it; nothing will convince us that the only possible future in 
Prance is that outlined by « corrupt and destructive capitalia. 


We can see clearly as we look around us that people were not made for the kind of life 
whieh is forced upon them. WSowhere is it written that they are doomed to worry, injustice 
and inequalities. We assert thet the women and men of cur country were made for another 
kind of life--they were made to be free and happy. 


We base this conviction, which is close to the heart of every Communist, on our concept 
of man and also on « serious, calm and scientific analysis of reality. Por the means exist 
to change society. Yes, the resources are available in our country and throughout the 
world to open up & positive way out of the crisis and to achieve 4 more just and sore 
humane life. We prove it. And, mowing that, people would like to persuade us that we gust 
abandon this prospect and this struggle’ Wo indeed, we would not be revolutionaries and 
Communists if we yielded-<no matter how slightly--to thet campaig! 


Thus our will is clear. 


WE WANT to alleviste the sufferings experienced by our country's people; to prevent dis- 
missals and reduce unemployment; to improve the working people's purchasing power; to win 
the right to a decent retirement at the ages of 60 and 55 years and to achieve « 4 hour 
working week without any decrease in wages; to obtain satisfaction of the demands made by 


all the people's struggle. 


WE WANT to expand rights, freedoms and democratic institutions; to oppose the strengthening 
of Giscard’s authoritarianism; to advance along the peth of commune self<management and 
regional power; to really obtain the right to “live, work and make decisions in the 
countryside"; to enable every woman and man, every working person--Prench or imigrant-- 
and every citizen to participate in decisionmaking and responsibility. 


WE WANT to promote a free, independent Prance which is master of itself and its destiny; 
to curb Buropean integration and the expansion of the Common Market; to advance along the 
path of a Burope of social progress, cooperation, democracy, independence and peace, 


WE WANT to build a new, strong and lasting union, 4 union ehieh will be capable this time of 
withstanding trials. Wheat our critics will not or cannot understand is thet not only have 
we in no way abandoned the union, the people's union, the union of the left, but that it 

is precisely in order to enable this union henceforth to be victorious that we have decided 
to learn clearly and without concessions all the lessons of the experience, 


The major lesson which we derive from this analysis is as follows: In order to surmount 
the obstacles which we have encountered, the union must increasingly be the concern of the 
working people, the concern of the people's masses themselves. That is why we attach 
absolute priority to the union at the grassroots and in action: Becsuse thet is the ONLY 
MEANS available to the working people today to satisfy their demands; because it is 

THE OWLY MEANS of changing the balance of forces day by Gay in favor of the people's nove- 
ment; because, finally, it is THE ONLY MEANS of building the new union which our people 
need in order to obtain the essential democratic changes. When we therefore say that it is 
at the grassroots and in action that the united people's movement is built, we are in no 
way seeking to underestimate the role of political formations, On the contrary, we are 
pointing out the surest and shortest way to reach appropriate agreements between the forces 
interested in change--agreements which will make it possible to promote action and not to 
retard it, to defeat the right, to form @ union government in which Communist ainisters 
Willi participate and to implement the essential democratic reforms, 
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WHAT WE WANT is immediately and without delay to provide, through struggles, constructive 
solutions to our country’s difficulties. Without making decisions for those concerned and 
without seeking to program everything in aivance, we want to advance, gain by gain, along the 
path of profound democratic transformations, along the peth of establishing the new society 
for which we are struggling: democratic, self<managing socialism and socialism in the colors 
of Prance. 


All thet, comrades, is what we call the democratic advance to socialism. All that is the 
profound meaning of our congress. 


We heave had a great democratic debate in which everyone has had the opportunity to participate, 
as he wished. With the utmost awareness and responsibility, we have decided on a great 
national and international policy. We have just provided ourselves with organs for the leader- 
ship of this policy. 


Our congress will doubtless not have convinced absolutely every Communist. Those who adopt 
thet settitude are entitled to their opinion. Having said that, no Communist can disregard 

the profound and real significance of our congress and its decisions. After the decisions 

which we heave just taken, it will be difficult to convince anyone that our 234 congress is 

not & continustion and enrichment of the 224 congress in every sphere-<-and I mean, in every 
sphere. 


So from this rostrum I want to turn fraternally to a1] commmists, the 700,000 party members, 

and to say to them: Comrades, it is now 4 question of implementing, all together, the policy 

which we have just elaborated and which has been adopted unanimously by the congresco. This is 
the concern of «11 Communists without exception. 


Our 234 congress is a call to battle, a call for effort, initiative, boldness and imagination, 
a call for en open policy to all the workers, employees, peasants .nd intellectuals, all the 
men and women who constitute the peoples of Prance, who suffer, who ask Questions and who 
entertain hopes, 2n@d whem we must win over to united action for demreratic change and soeialisn. 


Comrades, we have embarked on this action with the campaign for the Suropean Assembly elections 
whieh will take place 10 June, less than 4 weeks from now. 


These elections are a great, a very great political battle, and it is important for every 
Prench woman and man to perceive clearly what their consequences may be for individuals, 
families, regions and our countries. 


The ticket headed by Mre Simone Veil and those of the Rally for the Republic and the PS are 
disguised. They remain silent about their real intentions, conceal what is really at stake 
in these elestions and reject the open debate which we are proposing to then, 


On Wednesday I asked &@ Question whieh has not been answered. So I ask it again today: Is 
Mrs Simone Vell, who has openly named the PCP as “her enly opponent,” going to allow Preneh 
women and men to be given impartial information during this campaign or note<-that is, is she 
going to secept the proposal for a face-to-face debate which I have made to her’ I would add 
thet I a= ready to meet the leaders of the other two lists of candidates. 


The leaders of the other lists are doing everything possible to obscure the real facts of the 
problem posed for our people, And they are doing so for two reasons. 


Pirst, because they want et a1] costs to disguise the reality of the Burope whieh they are 
defending, the Burope of the multinetionals, the Burope of the unserupulous businessmen and 


technocrets. In order te get their plans sccepted they promised everything: full eapleyment, 
price stability, industrial growth. agricultural recevery. 
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And 20 years later the reality is there to be seen: their Burope, the Burope of 6 aillion 
unemployed, lasting inflation, economie recession and the rural exodus. Their record is 
Gisastrous. 


But sbove all, they are sttempting with such persistence to surround the elections with « 
Gense smokescreen because they want to coneesal their real goals. 


What do they ectually want’ Whet objectives are the other three lists pursuing’ 


They want to sccelerate the integretionof Prance into & supranational Europe, They want 

te Gepwive the Prench parliament of rights and powers which belong to it to the benefit of the 
European Assembly. They want to suppress the right of veto which Prance, like thecother 
countries, currently possesses in the Brussels organs. They went to extend the Common Market 
to three new countries--an expansion Wiieh would mean « deliberate sacrifice of whole sections 
of our industry and agriculture and which would cause Prance, sccording to official figures 
themselves, an annual additional expenditure of FR 5.7 billion. 


And why are they pursuing these plans’ Simply because, by integrating our country with the 
Europe of the trusts, they want to provide themselves with the means to impose more sacri- 
fices on the working people, to introduce séditional taxes, to intensify unemployment, to 
aecelerate enterprise mergers and closures, to further curb democratic rights and freedoms 
andeewith foreign support--to make our people aceept « policy which they reject today. That 
is why they want to bind our country hand and foo:, to adrain it of its substance, to sell 
its national sovereignty down the river and to submit it to domination by the PRO under the 
overall tutelage of the United States. 


Moreover, in connection with our congress, an event has occeurred which supports this assertion 
in @ particularly revealing way. 


In fact last Thursday, in 4 statement reported by the Washington POST, U.5. State Department 
spokesman Tom Restor asserted that our congress represented-<-I quote-<"A rapprochement with 
Moseow.” I am tempted to say: Such solicitude! In his own way Mr Carter has just cate- 
gorically contradicted those who might be tempted to think that the PCP carries less weight 
in our country. Like Mre Veil, Mr Carter knows who the opponent is. 


Having said that, this assessment<-<-formulated with haste actually Guring our congress--<consti-«- 
tutes intolerable and impermissible pressure. It is blatant interference by 4 great foreign 
power in Prench political life. 


Of course, we canne., on principle, tolerate this interference. While we want to have cordial 
and understanding reletions with the leaders whom the U.S. people give themselves, we will 
nonetheless never agree to obey injunctions from the other side of the Atlantic. 


Unfortunately, that is not the rule governing the conduct of the other French political forces, 
We have been waiting in vain since Thursday for the slightest stetement of protest from Mre 
Veil or Mr Chirec, or Mr Mitterrand. fverywhere there is silence, profound silence whieh 

must certainly be described as complicity. And even worse, this statement had searcely been 
reported before PS official spokesman Pabiues repeated word for word@-<«I euphasizse, word for 
worde<-the statement of the representative of American imperialism. This is indeed 4 sorry 
episode reminiscent of the worst hours of the Pourth Republic and of the times when the 
socialist governments which were being formed had to obtein the preliminary consent of the 
White House! 
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In fact these silences and these statements regarding the supposed “alinement” of the PCF 
have just one aim: to camouflage another alinement--this time, very real--which the Giscard 
govermment and the PS are implementing; alinement with Washington and Bonn. 


But our party really cannot be expected to accept this policy of submissiveness for Franc<: 
we ourselves propose a great policy of national independence, a policy of sovereignty for 
France, a policy which is not alined with any power or bloc. 


No indeed, Prench women and men who on 10 June want to express resulute opposition to 

European integration, the expansion of the Common Market and the future of regional ard mnetional 
recession which the lists of the Union for French Democracy, Rally for the Republic and PS 
promise our people can do so effectively in only one way: by voting for the PCF list. 


At the same time they will be acting effectively for a different Europe and for 4 sw 
orientation for the European Community, 


THEY WILL BE ACTING for a Europe of social progress and a Europe of working people, against 
inequalities, against the privileges of the rich aad the trusts and for the upgrading of 
social legislation. 


THEY WILL BE ACTING for a Europe of cooperation, a Europe where mutually advantageous trade 
will graduclly take the place of relations of dominance-<particularly by the PRO over France. 


THEY WILL BE ACTING for a democratic Europe which will respect the prerogatives of national 
parliaments and will cease to remain aloof from working people*s representative organizations. 


“MEY WILL BE ACTING for an independent Europe which will work effectively to disband blocs 
and to estavolish a new international order. 


Pinally, THEY WILL BE ACTING for a peaceful Europe which will make an active contribution to 
detente, disarmament and peace. 


Those are the stakes in the 10 June poll. 
As you can see, it is crucially important. It will deeply affect our country’s future. 


of course, this poll will not be able to change the current majority in the National Assembly. 
Still less change society. But every French woman and man ean see for herself or himself 
today that if the PCF had not asked the questions which it has asked with the authority 
conferred on it by the trust of almost 6 million voters, there would have been no real 

deabte about Europe in France. 


That is an initial gain, And today we can go further. Historical experience has shown that 
wnen the Prench people become aware that dirty tricks are being hatched against our country, 
they know how to act to foil them. That is indeed why the outcome is stil] not certain. 
Yes, we can bring about the growth of the national rally which will guarantee complete 
independence for Prance. The foresees exist in our country to prevent its integration into a 
supranational Europe and to prevent the expansion of the Common Market. It must be realized 
clearly that the success of this struggle hinges on the number of votes cast for the PCF 
list 10 June. 


One thing is certaing The gore Prench Communist deputies there are in Strasbourg, the more 
certain Preneh people will be able to feel that their jobs, their living standards, their 
freedoms, the life of their region and the independence of our country will be effectively 
defended. And I would add: The more clearly the country®s will is expressed through votes 
for the PCF list, the better the conditions will be for teking action, achieving results and 
building through struggle the united people’s movement whieh will make it possible to advance 


via democracy to socialism, 
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In fact we can see that there is a close link between our struggle for social progress, 
democracy and socialism and our struggle for national independence. The big bourgeoisie 
sells the interests of the people and the nation down the river for the same motive. It 

is faced with the same force--our party, the grea. pecple's, revolutionary and national party 
or our country, the PCF. We are aware that our opponents ar: erful and the task is hard; 
but the battle which we are fighting is the right battle. It ‘sc the battle for the liberation 
of the working class and for France's freedom. We are certain that we will win this battle. 
Long live the 224 and 23d PCF congresses! 

Long live internationalist solidarity! 

Long life the democratic advance toward socialism in the colors of France! 

LIST OF DELEGATES ATTENDING PCF'S 

Paris L'HUMANITE in Prench 10 May 79 p 11 WA 

(Text] Following is a list of 88 foreign delegations that had arrived yesterday in Paris in 


order to take part in the PCF Congress. [Note; CC ® Central Committee; BP = Political 
Bureau; PC * Communist Party] 


Afghanistan: Democratic People's Party of Afghanistan 
Reza Mohammad Paktin, member of the CC 
Africa, South: African National Congress 
Ishanel Josuf, representative in London 
Algeria: Wational Liberation Front Party 
Boualem Dellouci, member of the CC 
Omar Seradj, member of the CC 
Mustapha Kourdali, member of the international department 
Said Chergui, member of the Directorate of the Association of the Friends 
of Algeria in Europe 
Angola: MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola], labor Party 
A. Lukoki, member of the Political Bureau 
Vieira 
d*Almeida 
Argentina: Communist Party of Argentina 
Athos Pava, member of the Secretariat 
Australia: Communist Party of Australia 


Olga Silver, member of the CC 


Austria: Austrian Communist Party 


Gustav Loistl, member of the Politburo, secretary of the CC 
Irma Sohwager, member of the CC 
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Bagius: Communist Party of Belgium 
Jan Debrouvere, member of the Politburo 
Sousa Wudelhole, member of the CC 
Berlin, West: Socialist Unity Party of West Berlin 
Bail Redmanmm, member of the Politburo, secretary of the CC 
Brazil: Brazilian Communist Party 
Armando Castro, member of the Executive Committee 
@ulgaria: Bulgarian Communist Party 
Aleksandur Lilov, member of the Politburo, secretary of the CC 
Viadimir Samdev, alternate member of the CC 
La@ail Popov, international section of the CC 
Canada: Communist Party of Canada 
Peter Bouchuck, member of the Central Executive Committee 
Chile: Communist Party of Chile 
Volodia Teitelboim, member of the Political Bureau 
Congo: Congolese Labor Party 
Itihi Ossetoumba Lekounizou, member of the Political Bureau 
Germain Ahourabassi, member of the international department 
Paul Elenga, member of the department of planning and economy 
Cuba: Communist Party of Cuba 


Arnaldo Milian, member of the Political Bureau, secretary of the CC 
Javier Ardizones, chief of section, foreign political department of the CC 


Cyprus: Restorative Party of the Working People 
Khristos Petas, member of the Politburo 
Czechoslovakia: 
Joseph Haman, secretary of the CC, alternate member of the CC 
Julius Varga, chief of section of the CC of the Communist Party of 
Czechoslovakia 
Ondrej Durej, member of the international section 
Dermark: Communist Party of Denmark 


Preven Hendriksen, member of the Exeoutive Committee, secretary of the CC 
Anker Schjrening, member of the CC 


Dominica: People's Independence Committee of Dominica 


Dominican Republic: Dominican Communist Party 


Narciso Isa Conde, secretary general 








Egypt: Communist Party of Egypt 
Kamil Michel, member of the Politburo and in charge of international relations 
Eritrea: Wational Liberation Front (FPLE) 
Amde Michael-Kahsai, member of the CC 
Ethiopia: Military administrative committee of the DERG 
A delegate from the military committee of the DERG 
Finland: Communist Party of Finland 
Erkki Kirimaki, member of << Politburo, secretary of the CC 
Seppo Toiviainen, member of the Poiitburo 
Irina Lindeberg, member of the international relations section of the CC 
German Democratic Republic: Socialist Unity Party of Germany [German Democratic Republic] (SED) 
Herman Axen, member of the Politburo, secretary 
Joachem Hertwig, member of the CC, first secretary, Frankfurt [Oder] 
Alfred Marter, deputy chief, foreign affairs 
Walter Bruhner, member of the foreign political section 
Germany, Federal Republic of: German Communist Party (DKP) 
Gerhard Deumlich, member of the Presidium and secretary of the party 


Great Britain: Communist Party of Great Britain 


Irene Brennan, member of the Political Committee of the Communist Party 
of Great Britain 


Greece: Communist Party of Greece 


Nikos Kaloudis, member of the Politburo 
Angelo Anastassiou, member of the CC 


Guadeloupe: Communist Party of Guadeloupe 
Anatole Louber, member of the Politburo 
Guinea: Democratic Party of Guinea 


Lansana Diane, member of the Political Bureau 
Howa FPofana, assistant secretary of foreign relations 


Haiti: United Party of Haitian Communists (PUCH) 
A delegate of the PUCH 


Hungary: Hungarian Socialist Workers Party 


Miklos Ovari, member of the Politburo, secretary of the CC 
Janos Berecz, chief of the department of foreign affairs of the CC 
Edith Verok, member of the department of foreign affairs of the CC 
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India: Communist Party of India 


Avtar Singh Malhotra, member of the executive committee and secretary 
of the Punjab State Council 


Iran: Tudeh Party of Iran 
Khavari, member of the CC 
Iraq: Communist Party of Iraq 
Zaki Khayri-Sa'id, member of the Politburo 
Ireland: Communist Party of Ireland 
James Stewart, secretary general 
Israel: Communist Party of Israel 
Pelicia Langer, member of the CC 
Italy: Italian Communist Party 
Gianni Cervetti, secretary general of the CC 
Rosario Villari, member of the Ci 
Sandra Zagatti, member of the CC 
Jamaica: Workers Party of Jamaica 
Irene Desouza 
Japan: Japan Communist Party 


Hiroshi Murakami, vice chairman of the Presidium of the CC 
Koichi Masuda, deputy chief of the international section of the CC 


Jordan: Communist Party of Jordan 
Nalim Ashhab 
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of: Korean Workers Party 


Kim Hwan, member of the political committee, secretary of the CC 
Kang Sok-chu, chief of section, international department 


Yebanon: Lebanese Communist Party 
Joseph Bou-Akl, member of the Politburo 
Progressive Socialist Party of Lebanon 
Tarek Chehad, vice chairman of the Progressive Socialist Party 


Libya: People's General Congress 


Al-Ghaylushi Mustafa, in charge of the People's General Congress 
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The Netherlands: Communist Party of the Netherlands 


Prederik Meis, member of the Executive Committee 
Jan De Boc, member of the CC 


Luxembourg: Luxembourg Communist Party 

Fernand Hubsch, member of the executive committee 
Madagascar: Congress Party for Malagasy Independence, MDREM-AKEM 

Arsene Ratsifehera, member of the PEDRSM Political Bureau 

National Front for the Defense of the Revolution 

Georges Solofoson, director of the legal office of the presidency 
Malta: Communist Party of Malta 

Anthony Vassallo, secretary general 
Martinique: Martinique Communist Party 

Philibert Dupeal, member of the Politburo, secretary of the CC 
Mexico: Mexican Communist Party 


Lionel Posadas, member of the executive commission of the CC 
Roger Bartra, member of the CC 


Mongolia: Mongolian People's Revolutionary Party 
Tsereng'yn Gurbadam, member of the CC 


Tseveengombyn Davasuren, member of the international relations department 
Hasbadzaryn Behbat, interpreter, Babassy of Mongolia in France 





Morocco: Party of Progress and Socialism 
Thami El Khyari, secretary of the CC, member of the Political Bureau 
Socialist Union of People's Forces 


Ait Kaddour, member of the national commission for foreign relations and 
Bourt 


Namibia: South-West African People’s Organization (SWAPO) 
Peter Manning, member of the Political Bureau 
Norway: Norwegian Communist Party 
Martin Gunnar Knutsen, secretary general of the Communist Party 


Oman: Popular Front for the Liberation of Gman 


Ahmad Salim Hasan 
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Palestine: Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) 
Abdeal-Latif Abu-Hijlah, director of the political department 


Ibrahim Souss, director of the liaison and information bureau of PLO 
in Prance 


Omar Massalha, deputy director of the liaison and information bureau of the 
PLO in France 
Panama: People's Party of Panama 
Moises Carrasquilla 
Peru: Peruvian Communist Party 
Manuel Diaz Salazar, member of the Political Bureau 
Poland: Polish United Workers Party 
Za4zislaw Grudzien, member of the Politburo 
Bogdad Gawronsky, chief of the agrarian section 
Czeslaw Drozdowycz, member of the CC; first secretary, Gydnia; 
Marek Kajdy, member of the CC 
Portugal: Portuguese Communist Party 


Sergio Vilarigues, member of the Political Commission, secretary of the CC 
Maria-Rosa Rabiais, member of the CC 


Reunion: Reunion Communist Party 
Paul Verges, secretary general 
Romania: Romanian Communist Party 
Dimitru Popescu, member of the Executive Political Committee, secretary of 
the cc 
Ion Sirbu, member of the CC 
Ion Musa, member of the CC 
Sahara, Western: POLISARIO Front 
Ould Sadika Malainie, member of the Political Bureau of the POLISARIO Front, 
in charge of foreign relations 
Mahmoud Abdel Pattah 
San ““rino: San Marino Communist Party 


Gastone Pasolini, member of the secretariat 


Senegal: African Independence Party 


Amath Dansoko, member of the Political Bureau 
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Spain: Communist Party of Spain 


Sudan: 


Sweden: 


Ignacio Gallego, member of the permanent commission of the executive committee 
of the PCE 

Ramon Ormazabal, member of the executive committee, president of the Basque 
Communist Party 


Antonio Martin Lillo, member of the executive committee, secretary of the 
Alicante organization 
Gerardo Iglesias, member of the executive committee, secretary of the 
Asturias organization 
Communist Party of the Sudan 


A representative of the Communist Party of the Sudan 
Left Party--Communists 


Gunnar Agren, member of the Politburo 


Switzerland: Swiss Labor Party 


Syria: 


Armand Magnin, secretary general 
Jean Spielmann, member of the CC 


Arab Socialist Baath Party of Syria 
Zahayr Muhsin, member of the national command of the party 
Communist Party of Syria 


Maurice Salibi, member of the Politburo and president of the parliamentary 
group of the Communist Party of Syria 


Timor, East: Revolutionary Front for the Independence of East Timor (PRETILIF) 


Tunisia: 


Turkey: 


A delegate of the Front 
Communist Party of Tunisia 


Rafiq Ali, member of the CC 
Salah Abdelkarim, member of the CC 


People's Unity Movement (MUP) 
Ghorbal, member of the secretariat 
Communist Party of Turkey 


Ahmet Saydan, member of the Politburo 
Sahin Dagli, member of the CC 


United States: Communist Party of the Umited States 


Uruguay: 


Helen Winter, member of the BP, in charge of international affairs 
Communist Party of Uruguay 


Rodney Arismendi, secretary general 








Venezuela: Communist Party of Venezuela 


Eduardo Gallegos Mancera, secretary of the CC, in charge of foreign relations 
Eduardo Lopez Perez, member of the CC 


Vietnam: Comsunist Party of Vietnam 
To Huu, alternate member of the Political Bureau, member of the Secretariat 
Tran Phuong, slternste member of the CC 
Nguyen Van Trong, deputy in charge of the foreign relations department [of CC] 
Yemen Arab Republic (North Yemen): Democratic National Front 
Atmad Sa'id, member of the CC 


Yemen, People's Democratic Republic of (South Yemen): Socialist Party of Yemen 


Anis Hasa Yahya, member of the Politburo of the CC 
Kudar Abéul<-Rawnan, member of the CC 


Yugoslavia, Communist League of Yugoslevia 
Milos Minic, member of the Presidium 
Sinan Hassani, member of the CC 
Budimir Babovic, member of the international section 
Zarko Milosevic, member of the international section 
Zambia: United Wational Independence Party (UNIP) 
Issac R.B. Manda, representative of the UNIP in Paris 
Zimbabwe: Zimbabwe African People's Union (ZAPU) 
Arthur Chadgsingwa, representative of Burope for the ZAPU 
Kampuchea: 
The Preneh Goverment refused to grant 4 visa to the representative of the 
Kampuchean Wational United Pront for National Salvation (KWUFNS) for a stay 
in Paris. A diseriminatory, unacceptable measure. 


Also present at the congress are: Yao Yun, & bureau chief of XINHUA, and Mao Ruijing, 
journalist. 


REPORT OW ELECTION OF PCF GOVERNING BODIES 
Paris L*HUMANITE in Prench 14 May 79 p 5 


{[Exeerpts from report by Gaston Plissonnier, rapporteur of the PCP candidates’ selection 
committee, to the 23rd PCP Congress: “Eleetion of the Party's Executive Organs") 


(Text) “The congress now moves te the second item on its agenda: The election of the party's 
[PCPe-Prench Communist arty] executive organs. 


"Wheat is involved here 1s an essential political act, the Central Committee being the party's 
governing body between tio congresses,” Gaston Plissomiier, rapporteur of the candidates* 
selection committee, noted first. 
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"The Central Committee,” he continued, “should be in @ position to essume its responsibilities 
and motivate political activity and the party's democratic endeavors in determined and creative 
manner. 


"It is up to the congress to decide the make-up of the Central Committee and to draw up the 
slate of candidotes on which each delegate will vote by secret ballot. The candidates’ 
selection committee met yesterday (15 May 1979). It undertook serious preparatory work and 
entrusted se with submitting its recommendations to you. I remind you thet the comittee 
includes 169 members designated by the federation delegations and 10 comrades representing 
the Central Comittee. 


“The candidates’ selection committee considers that during these 5 years of complex class 
struggle of rare intensity the Central Committee--as a collective executive organ--has 
accomplished the task entrusted to it under the impetus of the PCF Politburo and the party's 


secretary general. 


"The party is present and active in all the struggles. It gives its determined support to 
the forces that oppose the policy of national surrender. 


“The party has stepped up its efforts for th: success of the joint goverment program. It has 
faced the problems raised by the orientation of the Socialist Party to the right and its 
relinguishing joint commitments. 


"The Central Committee has approprisetely ssalyzed this attitude of the Socialist Party and 
directs the party in its endeavors for s sore genuine, more solid, and more durable unity. 


"In parallel fashion it has continued its endeavors of theoretical elaboration, research, 
and political promotion expressed in the work of our 25rd PCP © wress. 


"In the face of those who used to predict its decline or withdrawal in the face of pressure 
organized by the right and the Socialist Party, the Central Committee has not allowed itself 
to be impressed. It has held strongly to its just positions and guided the party in that 
éirection, 


"At the conclusion of an unprecedented democratic discussion the party stands united, resolved 
to play ite full role in the major struggle for the socialist future of *rance, At the same 
time the number of ite members has increased sigiificantiy. It has expanded its political 
activity and its organization asong the working class and in firms. It has promoted re- 
markable progress among women. 


"It has also deployed intense international sctivity. The trips and meetings of Georges 
Marchais in many countries have represented important political events. 


"“Oonsequentily. and without making a complete survey, the candidates’ selection committee con- 
siders that the Central Committee has fulfilled the task whieh the 224 PCF Congress entrusted 
to it. 


"But this basic evaluation does not in any way signify that everything is perfect with the work 
of the Central Committee. In his report to the congress, Georges Marehais made certain criti- 
cal comments on this effort. The candidates selection committee endorses then, namely: 


"1. Serious weaknesses have appeared in party activity among the intellectuals, As was 
specified at Vitry and here at the congress, effective measures will rapidly be taken to 
correct this situation. 


"2. While political effort in firms has advanced, it still has many shortcomings. It is thus 
necessary to intensify efforts in this direction and particularly in the large enterprises, 
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"Party work among the youth must also generate much greater attention and receive support, 
from the base organization all the way up to the Central Committee. 


"While stressing the unquesticnable progress in the information of party members concerning 
the decisions of the Central Committee, the candidates® selection committee considers that 
more should still be done in this connection. The members of the candidates’ selection came 
mittee were incidentally able to determine for themselves that this is one of the concerns of 
the party’s secretary general. 


"Pinally, the candidates’ selection committee insists that greater political assistance be 
given to some federations and some regions. 


"I pass on to the congress these somments of the candidates’ selection committee specifying 
that the Central Committee itself had already expressed them. It will be necessary to make 
the appropriate changes in order to improve the work of the Central Committee in ¢ permanent 
manner. 


"The candidates’ selection committee also stresses that each member of the Central Committee 
should examine his own efforts critically. Some comrades have had difficulty in implementing 
in creative and coherent manner the party’s strategy in their field of activity, not having 
the political ability to meet the requirements of the high responsibility implied by menmber- 
ship in the Central Committee. It is natural that the party should be demanding of each of its 
leaders, who must participate effectively in the elaboration of party policy and its 
implement ation. 


"On the basis of all these considerations, the candidates’ selection committee has made the 
following recommendations to the congress: 


"The Central Committee having collectively accomplished its task, the candidates’ selection 
committee considers it appropriate to recommend the re-election of the greater part of its 
outgoing members. 


"It also recommends that the desire of some comrades not to have their mandate renewed for 
various personal reasons, thereby facilitating the promotion of new candidates, be considered. 


"This being said, I wish to note that a change in responsibility in no way signifies that the 
activitist is shunted aside. Consequently, those comrades who are not represented will very 
naturally continue to accomplish their tasks or will see themselves entrusted with new ones. 


"The following will no longer be members of the Central Committee: 


"Jean Capievic, Paul Chastellain, Jean Drean, Raymond Dumont, Jeon Pabre, Pierre Gensous, 
Praneois Hineker, Robert Lakota, Robert Montdargent, Prance Merlin, Jean Tricart, and 


Raymond Treppo. 


"The party congress will have noted that a number of these comrades played an important role 
and undertook major party responsibilities, Some have held elective office at the head of 
important municipalities or in general councils. I do not want to evaluate the service lent 
by each of them but whet we are sure of is that tomorrow as yesterday they will continue to 
serve our cause well. They are assured of the party’s trust. On reiterating our sentiments 
of friendship for them we wish them complete suceess in their future endeavors. 


"As Etienne Pajom recalled when he paid tribute to them, we have lost two eminent party 
leaders: Prancois Billoux and Jean Kanapa. 
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"Thas, the candidates’ selection committee recommends to you the re-election of 112 members 
of the Central Committee and of the Central Financial Control Comittee. 


"Purthermore, the candidates’ selection committee feels thet worker setivists, federst ion 
heads-<-both men and women-<who heve evidenced in the struggles their capability to help the 
work of the party*®s executive have their place in the Central Comittee. 


"Intellectual comrades of grest ability, involved in important professional and political 
activity, can by becoming members of the Central Committee give more scope and continuity to 
our efforts in respect of intellectuals. 


"As at the time of the last congress, on the basis of sound activity in the party, setivists 
should have @ slot in the soverning body. 


"Because of the increase in our responsibilities and party development, the candidates® seo 

lection committee found it desirable and possible to increase the number of Central Committee 
members. The candidates’ selection committee received 45 new recommendations including those 
for two individual candidecies. It recommends the approval of 38 of these candidates, which 
woulé enlarge the Central Committee to 1% members plus five members of the Central Financial 


"The candidates’ selection committee was not able to approve al] the new candidetes. It had 
to make a shoice on the basis of the imperatives that I mentioned earlier.” 


Gaston Plissonnier then presented the recommendations of the candidates’ selection committee. 
He noted that two outgoing members of the Central Committee-<Auguste Brunet and Paul Le Galil<-< 
were recomended for the Central Pinancial Control Committee. “That is not « coincidence," 
Plissonnier indicated, 


"The Central Pinancial Control Committee is one of the party*s governing bodies which has 
important functions. It manages the party*s finances, leads off the budgetary debate and 
its members participate in their own right in the endesvors of the Central Committee. This 
importance grows with the intensity of the political struggle. 


"This must be the concept that is approprisete to have not only for the Central Financial 
Control Committee but also for the federations and sections. If this is the ease in general 
the party will certainly be able to have greater financial means available." 


Gaston Plissennier then indicated thet if the recommendations of the candidates’ selection 
committee were approved by the party congress the social makeeup of the Central Committee and 
of the Central Pinaneial Control Committee would be as follows: 


Sixty-two blueescollar workers, 27 white-collar workers, 12 teehnicians, 4 engineers, 2 
cadres, 26 teachers (10 in higher education, 9 in secondary sehools, 7 in primary schools), 
l researcher, 5 peasants, 2 physicians, 6 Journalists, 1 artisan, 1 photographer, and 1 writer. 


There would be 31 women instead of 23. 


The report of the candidates’ selection committee was approved unanisously with one abstention. 











NEW PCP CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS ELECTED 
Paris L°HUMANITE in Prench 14 May 79 p 6 
[Artisle: "The Election of the Party*s Executive organs") 


[Text] Gaston Plissonnier geve the PCF [Prench Communist Party) congress the results of the 
vote in the election of the Central Committee and the [Central] Financial Control Comittee. 


Of the 1,992 delegates attending the congress 1,976 took part in the balloting. One dele- 
gate voted with an empty envelope. Of the 1% candidates for senbership in the Central 
Committee, 29 comrades obtained tr: votes of everyone, thet is, 1,975 votes. Seventy-eight 
candidates received 1,975 votes. 


Prancois Hincker obtained four votes and Jean Kerseudy (Charente) got one vote. We publish 
below the list of Central Committee members, indicating in parentheses the number of votes 
obtained by each. 


Central Committee: 


Sylviane Ainardi (1,947 votes), Yvomme Allegret (1,974), Robert Allione (1,973), Bdamond 
Amiable (1,974), Reme Andrieu (1,97%), Gustave Ansart (1,974), Louis Aragon (1,973), Louis 
Bailict (1,974), Robert Ballanger (1,971), Jean Barbdiere (1,97%), Auguste Bechler (1,973), 
Mireille Bertand (1,974), Guy Besse (1,973), Paul Bocoara (1,973), Paul Boceara [sic] (1,973), 
Alain Booquet (1,97%), Arlette Botlet (1,97%), Robert Boules (1,974), Arthur Buchmann (1,974), 
Jean Burles (1,97%), Charles Caressa (1,974), Antonie Casanova (1,974), Jean-Michel Catala 
(1,972), Jaeques Chambazc (1,971), Georges Chirico (1,973), Jean Colpin (1,97%), Helene Constans 
{(1,97%), Colette Coulon (1,974), Pelix Damette (1,974), Albert Deroschere (1,974), Daniele 
Demarch (1,978), Jacques Denis (1,974), Miehel Duffour (1,974), Etienne Pajon (1,973), Roland 
Pavafo (1,974), Guy Pernandes (1,97%), Charles Piterman (1,972), Henri Piszbin (1,970), 
Paulette Post (1,97%), Georges Prisehmann (1,974), Paul Promonteil (1,974), Jean Garcia 
(1,97%), Jacqueline Gelly (1,974), Georges Gosmat (1,974), Marie-Therese Goutmann (1,97%), 
Maxime Gremetz (1,974), Marehel Guintard (1,974), Raymond Guyot (1,974), Aime Halbeher 
(1,97%), Guy Hermier (1,973), Philippe Herzog (1,97%), Prancots Hislum (1,974), Jacquie 
Hoffmann (1,974), Jeanine Janbu (1,97%), Pierre Juquin (1,974), Henri Krasucki (1,974), 

Anadre Lajoinie (1,974), Georges Lanowe (1,975), Julien Laupretre (1,975), Paul Leurent 
(1,973), Prancette Lazard (1,975), Georges Lazearino (1,974), Roger Leclere (1,974), Jean- 
Claude Lefort (1,974) Andree Lefrete (1,974), Reme Le Guen (1,974), Daniel Lemeur (1,97%), 
Lowis Leroux (1,974), Roland Leroy (1,970), Claude Liabres (1,974), Rene Lomet (1,974), 
Georges Marehais (1,974), Henri Martin (1,974), Maurice Martin (1,974), Joe Meteger (1,974), 
Gisele Moreau (1,97%), Rene Moreran (1,974), Annie Perronnet (1,974), Rene Piquet (1,974), 
Gaston Plissennier (1,973), Henriette Poirier (1,97%), Jeanine Porte (1,97%), Claude Poperen 
{1,97%), Guy Poussy (1,970), Pierre Pranchere (1,974), Marcel Ricout (1,974), Paul Rochas 
{(1,97%), Henri Rol-Tanguy (1,972), Mareel Rosette (1,974), Jacques Roux (1,974) Ywes Roy 
(1,973), Joseph Sanguedolee (1,974), Miehele Seaurel (1,974), “eorges Seguy (1,97%), lLucten 
Seve (1,973), Pierre Sotura (1,974), Marcel Trigon (1,974), Marcel Trigon [sic], (1,97%), 
Marie-Claude Valllant-Oouturier (1,97%), Georges Valbon (1,97%), Louis Viennet (1,974), 

Yann Viens (4,971), Andre Vieuwguet (1,974), Madeleine Vincent (1,973), Michel Waleholak 
{(1,97%), and Marcel Zaidner (1,97%). 


Gerard Alesard (1,975 votes )eamember of the Paris federation bureau, teshnician, 43 years 
014, joined the PCF in 1960 in Paris. 


Alain Amicabile (1,975 )~-<seeretary of the Meurthe-et-<Moselle Nord federation, electrician, 
30 years old, joined the PCP in 1967 in Meurthe<-et<Moselle Nord Department. 


Reny Auchede (1,975 )-<seerevary of the Pas<de-Calais federation, drafteman, 36 years old, 
joined the PCP in 1966 in Pas<de-Calais. 
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Myrien Barbers (1,975 )-<member of the Herault federation buress, hairdresser, 59 years olé, 
joined the PCF in 196, deputy. 


Claude Billard (1,975 )-<member of the Loiret federation bureau, wire<eeking worker, 37 years 
ol4, joined the PCF in 1966 in Loiret. 


Martine Blanco {1,975 )-<member of the Haute Garonnm- federation secretariat, laboratory 
worker, 26 years old, joined the PCP in 1972. 


Pierre Blotin (1,975 )--Val d*Oise federation secretary, elementary schoolteacher, 59 years 
ol4, joined the PCF in 197 in Val d*0ise. 


Jacqueline Boyer (1,975 )--Haute Marne federation secretary, secondary schoolteacher, 25 years 
014, joined the PCF in 197 [sic] in Val 4*Oise. 


Daniel Brunel (1,975 )--Seine-et-Marne federation secretary, technicians, 35 years old, 
Joined the PCF in 1967 in Seine-et-Marne. 


Mare Bruyere (1,975 )--loire federation secretary, pressman supervisor, %6 years old, joined 
the PCP in 1967 in Lotre. 


Claude Compeyron (1,975 )--physical education teacher, 42 years o14, joined the PCP in 191 
in Paris, former leader of the Communist Youth in Paris. 


Jean-Charles Dubart (1,975 )-<nember of the Oise federation bureau, engineer, [Central 
Committee's) economic section aide, 39 years old, joined the PCF in 1961 in Oise. 


Welly Poissac (1,975 )=-«member of the Tern federation secretariat, PEGC schoolteacher, 32 
years old, joined the PCP in 1968 in Tarn. 


Jean-Prancoise Gau (1,975 )~<member of the Ywelines federation bureau, Journa’ ist, Central 
Committee aide, 30 years old, joined the PCP in 1966 in Ywelines. 


Jean-Claude Bayssot (1,974)-<Central Committee's economic section side, teehmician at the 
SWCP [Prench Wational Railrieds), 34 years old, joined the PCF in 1965 in Seine-Saint Denis. 


Andre Gerin (1,975 }~anember of the Rhone federation bureau, blue-collar worker, secretary of 
the Berliet section, joined the PCF in Venissieux. 


Therese Hirszberg (1,975 )--administrative cadre, % years old, Joined the PCF in 1969 in 
Paris, trade union leader, 


Raymond Jeanne (1,975 )--<Central Committee aide, diemaker, 47 years old, Joined the POF in 
1947 in Hauts<de-Seine, 


Pierrette Joachim (1,974)-«member of the Val d*Oise federation secretariat, skilled worker, 
% years ol4, joined the PCF in 1967 in Val 4’ Oise. 


Jean-Pierre Kahane (1,974 )-«mathematics teacher, former president of the Oreay faculty, 52 
years old, joined the PCF in 1946 in Essonne. 


Jacky Laplume (1,975 )=--<Creuse federation seeretary, séjuster, 32 years old, joined the PCF 
in 1967 in Creuse. 


Anicet Le Pors (1,975 )-<economiet<-engineer, 48 years old, Joined the POF in 1968 in Hautede- 
Seine, senator. 
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Catherine Margate (1,975 )-—member of the Hauts<de-Seine federation sceretariat, white-collar 
worker, 32 years old, joined the PCF in 1968 in Hauts<de-Seine. 


Claude Mazaurio (1,972)--university professor, 46 years old, joined the PCF in 192 in 
Bouches <du-Rhone. 


Jean-Francois Meyer (1,975 )--Gard federation secretary, carpenter, 26 years old, joined the 
PCF in 1975 in Gard. 


Jacques Milhau (1,97%)-<member of the Nord federation committee, university professor, 50 
years old, joined the PCF in 1947 in Nord Department. 


Daniel Mountreux (1,975 )je-lecturer, 4 years old, joined the PCF in 193 in Paris, trade 
union leader. 


Rolande Perlican (1,975 )-—<nember <f the Paris federation secretariat, office secretary, 48 
years old, joined the PCF in 1948, senator. 


Robi Pechanski (1,975 )-—<member af the Essonne federation committee, secretary of the AEC 
[Atomic Energy Commission section of Saclay, graduate of the Ecole Polytechnique [science 
engineering professional school], researcher-physicist, 32 years old, joined the PCF in 1963 
in Essonne. 


Jack Ralite (1,974%)--journalist, 51 years old, joined the PCF in 1946 in Seine-Saint Denis, 
deputy. 


Andre Sainjeon (1,973)-—<metallurgist, 36 years old, joined ‘he PCF in 1964 in Seine-Saint 
Denis, trade union leader. 


Gerard Streiff (1,975 )--Central Committee aide, 29 years old, joined the PCF in May 1968 in 
Seine-Saint Denis. 


Yvan Tricart (1,975 )e-Essonne federation secretary, senior technician, 52 years old, joined 
the PCF in 1960 in Essonne. 


Maurice Verdier (1,975 )--Hersult federation secretary, journalist, 55 years old, joined the 
PCF in 197 in Herault. 


Josiane Voyant (1,97%)-«member of the national bureau of the Communist Youth, white-collar 
worker, 26 years old, joined the PCP in 1971 in Val-<de-Marne. 


David Wizemberg (1,975 )-<member of the Hauts<de-Seine federation bureau, doctor in medicine, 
39 years old, joined the PCF in 1963 in Hauts<de-Seine. 


Prancis Wurtz (1,975 )-<committee member of the Bas Phin federation, secondary school- 
teacher, 31 years old, joined the PCF in 1969 in Sas Rhin, Central Committee aide. 


Perre Zarka (1,97%)««national secretary of the Communist Youth Movement, deputy from 
SeineeSaint Denis. 


The Central [Financial] Control Committee is made up of the following: 


Henri Costa (1,975), Armand Guillemot (1,975), Jacques Rimbault (1,975), Auguste Brunet 
(1,975), and Paul Le Gall (1,975). 
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L®HUMANITE LISTS WEW MEMBERSHIP OF PCF LEADERSHIP BODIES 


1D1811% [Editorial Report LD] Paris L*HUMANITE in French 14 May 1979 carries on page 6 

a 3,000-word unattributed report listing the members of the PCF leadership organs elected by 
the 234 PCF Congress. A full list of Central Committee members is given and is followed by 
the results of the election of the Politburo, as follows: 


The Central Committee reelected the following comrades to the Politburo: Gustave Ansart, 
Mireielle Bertrand, Jean Colpin, Charles Fiterman, Maxime Gremetz, Guy Hermier, Henri 
Krasucki, Andre Lajoine, Paul Paurent, Roland Leroy, Georges Marchais, Rene Piquet, 
Gaston Plissonier, Claude Poperen, Georges Seguy, Madeleine Vincent. 


Pive new comrades were elected to the Politburo: Philippe Herzog, Pierre Juquin, Francette 
Lazard, Rene Leguen, Gisele Moreau. Etienne Pajon, Andre Vieuguet, Guy Besse and Jacques 
Cahebaz asked to be “allowed to step down from the Politburo.” 


In addition to reelecting Georges Marchais party secretary general, the Centrai Committee 
reelected the following secretariat members: Jean Colpin, Charles Fiterman, Paul Laurent, 
Gaston Plissonier., Two new secretariat members were elected: Maxime Gremetz and Gisele 
Moreau, 











